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Abstract

Many Cambodian children are required follow parents who come
to work in Thailand. These children speak Cambodian as their mother
language (non-tonal language) and Thai as a second language (tonal
language). This article aims to study problems of Thai tones produced by
Cambodian children in citation form occurring in checked and
non-checked syllables. The informants were 10 Cambodians and 10 Thais
at the age of 6-12 years old.

The result shows that Cambodian children produce Thai tones
both, similarly and differently from Thai children do. These differences
suggested pronunciation problems in various issues as follows:
1) Overcorrection in static tones (mid tone and low tone),
2) Undercorrection in contour tones (falling tone and rising tone),
3) Different directions of tones, 4) Some tones are similar to other tones

in the Thai tones system, 5) The variations of tone pronunciation are more
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than those among Thai children, and 6) Cambodian children have a
narrower FO range than Thai children do. Furthermore, the problems

mention above reflect interlanguage.

Keywords: Pronunciation Problems, Thai Tones, Cambodian Children
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