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Abstract

Language variation and change can be induced by either external
factors, e.g., language contact, or internal factors, e.g., simplification or
ease of articulation. However, when it comes to tonal variation and change,
the internal factors are hardly mentioned. This paper aims to present the
research findings on the tonal system and tonal variation and change
motivated by an internal factor in Lao (Nam Pua), spoken in Nan Province
of Northern Thailand. Regarding the tonal system, the findings show that
there are five tones in Lao (Nam Pua): (1) High-Falling-Rising /434/,
(2) Low-Rising-Falling /232/, (3) Low-Falling /21/, (4) High Level (with
glottalization) /44®™/, and (5) Mid-Rising (with glottalization) /35®/.
Concerning tonal variation and change, it is found that Tone 1 /434/ has
two variants, High-Falling-Rising [434] and Mid-Rising [34] and Tone 2
/232/ also has two variants, Low-Rising-Falling [232] and Low-Rising [23].
The use of the different variants depends on the age group. The youngest
age group uses only the simplified variants, i.e. [34] & [23] while the oldest
and the middle age groups use a mixture of the two. The research findings

reflect the ongoing tone change in Lao (Nam Pua). Overtime the two



4 25503 A

contour tones [434] and [232] have become less complex as [34] and [23],
respectively, which could be hypothesized as tone change due to the

internal factor.

Keywords: Tones, Lao, Variation and Change
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language may well be difficult for speakers of another.” CRGLL RN RR
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(ﬁﬂﬁf;) uAe maffafaﬂLﬁmqaﬁ?mqnﬂﬁ’qﬁﬁu An mmiimqnﬁlﬁm?ﬁ?u
naneflunssnugnaldsnnuialdusssau (FeNTY — @saAnvieidaeszay)
TR
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5.3 Mu1a12 (1nila) wunmarangala: ué’ngqumu%’mﬁﬁ
AUUNNFNNIEN

Anatannluneusuty ﬂixiﬁmmmﬂ'ﬁ’ﬁuﬁﬁﬁQa‘zq”l,i/dﬂ e
nmanslungiiuiniafiussnysrenananainBesduni aul.aradle
naeFeud NIULA A Lmzmmﬁ'mm e AEanalaeduny agnglsinna
w@mﬁLmﬁzﬁfaﬁmqﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁmu@lu%qﬁuﬁﬂﬁlﬁudﬁ FEULITTIUYNG b1
AE1an9 (Unila) ﬁﬂuuqugmmumamnLammmLﬁmaﬁmqnﬁum
AVANHUZIBIITIULNA HATHARNYARIILITIUYNA bUNTHIA1ING N
WANNTZUN UAZULANAIIAINNIHIANNGHLT8eAUN nwaaldiuaneszun
TTOUENALUNN I AINGANANNITINUAZ NG N A BedumiTiaa I aualy

(uiFsuiisunuszuuassaignalunimians Wila) lunwi 2)

29 11 izumﬁmqnrﬁ‘lummmwmwwzmqmemﬂ@mﬁﬂﬁumﬁ

ANINAWNTZUNG a2 3aedunid
(Antilasann Brown, 1965, p.167) (Amnuilasann Brown, 1965, p.174)
A B c DL DS A B c DL DS
11191 /312/ 0.4 /443°/ 1|91 /114/ 2.4 /2217
2 0.3 /33/ 2.2 23] 2 2.3 /33/ 0.2 [34]

l_

1.2 /113/ 2.5 /3347 3 2.5 /317

» - N

4 2.3 (33]

w

I

2.2 /334/ 2.3 [33]

-
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2nA 11 izumﬁmqnrfﬂummmwmqwsxmqmemmmqﬁﬂﬁumﬁ

(Fi)

AINRWNTZUNG
(AALLAIRINITEN NNAWNIY, 2556, 1. 62)

ARl
(AnLtagann Osatananda, 1997, p.40)

A B C DL DS
1 {2.1/533/ 1.4 /32/
M N
2 1.3 /22/ 1.5 /28/
3|2.2/12/ 1.5 /23/
L b
4 1.3 /22/
B

A17 (FLlEaNaINsELNN)
Faudasanfnin, 2546, . 425)

A B ¢} DL DS
9.1 /14/ 9.4 /21/
v I
1.3 /33/ 2.1 [45]
- g
9.5 /52/
N
0.2 /35/ 2.3 [33]
g B

o = =l s L4
a9 (@ilaeBaedunil)
(Fautasanniniimd, 2546, . 430)

A B C DL DS A B C DL DS
1| a1 /528 0.4 /42/ a.1/323/ 0.4 /3317
M n o h
2 2.3 /31/ 1.2 [22] 1.3 /42/ 1.4 /331/ |2.1 [434]
N = N AoV
3 (1.2 /223/ 1.5 /232/ 0.5 /442
L . A
4 1.3[32] 0.2 /434/ 1.5 /442/ |2.3[43]
SR Nk
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AN uaziudn A1EIann (Unila) Hzduvunisuenides
FONIELNTBINTTUYNANNBUNHNIANINGHUAWNTTLN TALLANIZNITULNIAEN
YBINTTUENAABANL A ufluuuy A1-234 lumm:ﬁ'mmmqmﬁmﬁﬁﬁuwﬁ
finnsuani@aeuuy A123-4 uananibilafiansanluninsanazifiulddn
AMANHZTBINTTUYNA LUNIHIAT0 (11l 9) ARIEARINUAIHIAIING N
umqmzmqmnﬂdﬁmjuLﬁ'aﬁuwﬂmﬂL@Wﬁ:ﬁwﬁﬂwmmmqm‘manﬁﬁﬁm‘

s ludunLTnlums9Relld

A15719N 5

v v

Lﬂ?ﬂ‘uLﬁﬂuﬁmﬁﬂwmmmf;ﬁmgmfﬂummmq U119) A1UANNIZLNS

WAZANRLALAUNY
o |11 - o o
'assmgmm (ﬁqﬁq) ANINAIINTEUN ANENAUNU
Brown  93®1  WouSmd  Brown Osatananda  finusmil
(1965)  (2556) (2546)  (1965) (1997) (2546)
1 /434/  /312/  /533/  [523/  /114/ 4/ /323/
2 /232/ 118/ A2/ 223/ /334/ /35/ /434/
3 121/ /33/ 122/ /31/ /33/ /33/ /42/
4 /449 7a43%7 32/ 42/ /2217 /21/ /3317
5 /359 /33477 23/ 232/ /319 /52/ /442

LHENATNIgUULLNTTUENLR E9993R 99T TN AURTENAN HIUE
1a3srngnaainbialaon uiataudanimnann @wWhila) Wunmanangs
naanszun Ilangaidasdunidusadingde
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