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ABSTRACT s

The three objectives of this research are : to study the
social, economic, political and cultural structure of the overseas
Chinese in Thailand which to money remittance, are related to
examine the pattern and development of Poeykwan (remittance) in
Thailand, and to analyze factors which affect Poerykwan. In so
doing, this research has established the following hypothesis
remittance to the motherland is the result of the cultural ties
adapted by the socio - cultural characteristics of the overseas
Chinese in Thailand. As a qualitative study, the research employs
different approaches in sociology, anthropology and history for
the analysis of both primary and secondary data. At times,
information gathered from the indepth interviews of twenty Teochiu
Chinese families in Bangkok is added.

The socio - cultural characteristics of Chinese people in
the South and Southeastern part of China and those who resided in
Thailand emphasize certain values. They are gratitude, attachment
to kinship, and the tendency to organize a social group beyond the



family level for public service purposes. Those values are favorable
to the remittance behavior.

Poeykwan or the remittance has three stages of development.
The first stage dated back to the period when commercial bhanks were
limited in numbers and there was a need for a special service of
sending money. Later, when the Bank of Thailand was established and
it began to exercise its control over the Poeykwan activities, this
is considered to be the second stage. Recently, when Thailand
re - established her diplomatic relationship .j-th the People's
Republic of China, the pattern and development of Poeykwan reached
its third stage. By considering Poeykwan economically, we can see
the economic ties of overseas Chinese to their homeland as conditioned
directly and indirectly by the socio - economic and political
situations of the two countries.

Field work data reveal that Poeykwan still exists, but it
modified its pattern and techniques to comply with economic and
political changes through times. Also, modern technology especially
advanced telecommunication net work has some impacts on the pattern
of remittance. As for its objectives, people who send back the
money have two motivations to express their gratitude and sense
of responsibility to their family; and to help their kinsmen and
to give public services to their ancestral land.

Three major factors which affected Poeykwan activities are
cultural, political and economic factors. When we apply Parsons'
theory of value to the Poeykwan behavior, it appears that the
cultural factor which impinges three values namely gratitude,



attachment to kinship, and group organization for public service
purposes is the preponderant factor. Those values are integrated
into the Thai social system and inspired overseas. Chinese to act
accordingly. However, Chinese people in Thailand adapt Poeykwan
pattern and techniques in accordance with the socio - economic and
political changes in both countries. There is a tendency that the
remittance for ancestral worship motivated by gratitude will be
limited to the first generation of Chinese migrants due to the
direct ties with their parents. The remitiance will be decreasing
with the second and Third generation of migrants. However, the
remittance motivated by attachment to kinship and intention to do
some public services in their homeland may continue. It will be
premature to foresee its tendency in this study.
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