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To what extent does visibility involve in the process of spatial-movement relationship
influencing the micro-distribution of the retail function? How does rental price reflect the role of
visibility in the process of retail distribution? And, is there any ‘type’ of locations, spatially and
visually, which would be a strategic location for the retail function? The research objectively

attempts to try to answer these questions.

Five areas to be investigated with different methods were outlined. Space Syntax tech-
niques and computerisation were applied for spatial configuration and visibility studies. A number
of surveys were carried out to study micro-retail distribution, rental prices, movement density
and static activities. The multivariate and graphic comparison analyses were also applied to

study the findings of the five areas.

It was found that on the scale of the city context, Bangkok’s spatial configuration is a
unique system, consisting of two different spatial patterns divided by the Chao Phraya River.
On the detailed study of the micro-distribution of the retail function, it was found that visibility
is a second helper to the spatial-movement relationship, to influence the micro-distribution of
the retail function. Rental price reflects the inter-relationships among the spatial structure, the
visibility, the movement density and the shopping-relating activity. An accessible and visible
location is the strategic location for the retail function, while an accessible but less visible loca-
tion could be a favourable location. Finally, the research suggests that a comparative study with
a planned shopping centre can be carried out as a further study. Thus, the knowledge gaining
from this research can be used for any future urban planning or urban design development

project.
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