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Abstract

This research studies solid waste management
and the level of public participation in solid waste
management. To purpose guidelines for public participation
in solid waste management of Nakhon Si Thammarat
Municipality, the research methodology is mixed method
using interviews with government representatives, private
sector and community leaders, while, the questionnaire
covers 400 households. Besides the descriptive statistical
analysis, this paper also provides SWOT Analysis
and TOWS Matrix interpretation. The findings are
three-folds; 1) Using dumping disposal method,
Nakhon Si Thammarat municipality has 1.12 million
tons of solid waste at the dumping site. Even though the
city has tried to improve its waste collection capacity
and disposal capacity, it still lacks the guidelines to
manage the waste from upstream. 2) The level of public
participation for household waste management of this
city is medium. 3) This study suggests that Nakhon
Si Thammarat Municipality must create opportunities
for people to participate in waste management including
the decision making in planning, implementation, and
evaluation. Both the policy-based guidelines for public
participation in solid waste management and the active
public participation to manage waste should involve in
the people and be driven by the people. By focusing on
household and community that must be aware of the
problem of solid waste together, we need a paradigm shift
which people change their behaviors to manage waste at
home. Finally, the community’s solid waste managers and
the municipality must be a supporting agency to make the
reality of efficient solid waste management.

Keywords: Public Participation, Solid Waste Management,
Nakhon Si Thammarat Municipality
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