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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to determine the image that Thai people have of
Lao people and to determine the underlying factors which result in that image. The research
was conducted by using qualitative study and descriptive analytical techniques including
documentary and field research. Field data was collected using both structured and in-depth
interviews with 28 Lao people in Lao PDR. Respondents were selected from five groups:
politicians/government officials, university students, businessmen, mass communicators,
and representatives of the general population. As a conceptual framework for this survey
procedure, a psychological approach was used which focuses on belief systems, perceptions

and images.

From the surveys and interviews it was found that the Lao people have a positive
attitude toward the Thai people in spite of some past and present incidents. Over historical
time Laos has suffered military defeats at the hands of Thailand. In addition, Thai media
have a significant impact on the daily life of the Lao people as Thai television and radio can
be received in most areas of Laos and Thai magazines are readily available in Laos, Some
Thai comedians, singers, and news reporters make derogatory jokes or other statements
which denigrate the Lao people. In addition, there have been instances of Lao women being
seduced by Thai men. Nevertheless, little evidence of strong dislike of the Thai people was
evidenced, although a few respondents had a negative feeling toward Thailand due to

consumerism presented by the Thai media as well as actual interaction with Thai people.



Although there was not a general negative feeling toward Thais, a general lack of
trust in the basic honesty and sincerity of the Thais was found. Based on this research, it is
suggested that if the Lao image of Thais is to be improved, there are several avenues which
should be pursued concurrently. Specifically, Thais at all levels, e.g., individuals,
government officials, and the media, should be encouraged to make an active effort to
present a more positive and appropriate image of Laos as well as to conduct themselves so
as to improve the perception of Thai honesty and sincerity in Laos as well as in other
neighboring countries. Such an effort would help promote peaceful and stable relations in

the region.



