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Abstract

The objective of this study was to evaluate the avian influenza control preparedness of hospitals in
Public Health Region 4 during 2005-2006. Evaluated preparedness areas included administrative support,
out-patient and in-patient care for suspect avian influenza cases, laboratory diagnostic support, medical
supply and logistics, and management information system. The study was carried out in 26 selected hospitals
involving medical center, general hospitals and community hospitals in the Public Health Region 4. Data

collection was conducted in two separate rounds, the first round during Augusts-September 2005 and the
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second round during August-September 2006, through interviews of concerned hospital staff using question-

naires modified from assessment templates recommended by Department of Disease Control. Study results

revealed that in 2005 less than 80% of the hospitals met required achievement levels for most preparedness

criteria. However, in 2006 the preparedness situations were found to be much improved. Over 80% of the

hospitals reached achievement levels for most preparedness criteria; especially for stockpiling of medical

supplies including Oseltamivir, rapid test kits and personal protective equipment (PPE); and for management

information system. Moreover, weaknesses remained in the preparedness of administrative support, patient

care and laboratory support.
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