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Abstract

The objectives of this study were : 1) to study the process of developing oral health
awareness, 2) to investigate the pattern of student participation in oral health care, and 3) to
study the process of empowerment on oral health care in hearing-impaired students. This study
was a participatory action research based on the qualitative approach. The length of the study was
3 years. The study methods included interviews, observation, training sessions and the group
process tsing AIC and PRA techniques.

In the first year, activities were conducted by outsiders for the students as well as the
teachers in order to develop positive attitudes towards dentists and awareness of oral health
care. In the following year, 13 student leaders were chosen as key persons. These key persons
were trained to build oral health awarengss. The AIC technique was -used to create the
lpaﬂicipatory potentials of these student leaders in oral health care. The student leaders used the
experience and knowledge from the training sessions to plan and manage their own oral health
activities for the whole school.

The strong potentials of these student leaders were well acknowledged by the teachers
and other students. However, the sustainability of the oral health care awareness was not quite
successful in the long term. Therefore, in the last year, more emphasis was placed on the

empowerment of the students through fostering complex thinking skills. Through the PRA



process, twenty-five students who had gone through the empowerment and the PRA process
showed good thinking skills as well as good planning and implementation skills. Because of the
lack of time, it was not possible to conduct a test on the students’ skill on oral health care
planning to develop the programme to build awareness and oral health practice.

Although this study could not give the most appropriate model, it provided guidelines
for developing an oral health care model which could be improved to be more appropriate for the

target population.



