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Abstract
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E-mail Address : Kanchana.tag@mahidol.ac.th
Project Period: 29 December 2017 - 28 December 2018 (12 months)

The study has three objectives: 1) to examine urbanization, population distribution and
urban sustainability in Thailand; 2) to examine urban definition using Bangkok agglomeration as a
case study; and to provide policy implications and recommendations to obtain appropriate
population distribution. Qualitative approach using literature review study, in-depth interviews (18

cases) and brainstorming meeting were utilized.

The findings reveal that definition of urban area should go beyond political boundary and
cover every aspect of the definition—economic and social (urbanism). In addition, peri-urban
areas or areas contiguous to urban areas, particularly Bangkok should be included in the urban
settlement. There are highly changed in these adjacent areas which are characterized as urban
areas but are included as rural. According to population distribution, Bangkok remains primate
city of Thailand due to the previous and existing urban policies. However, good urban

management can turn congested areas to be a livable and sustainable city.

Good management is an effective tool to make the city sustainable. City plan can guide
urban growth to the right directions. Moreover, people involvement in planning is

recommended since the urban development policy can response to their real needs.



