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Abstract

Aimed to search for ways to improve the quality of primary education for ethic youths
on the premises of their opportunities to construct their eco-cultural knowledge and integrate
it with academic skills required by the national core curriculum, the study had the objectives
to clarify (1) the meanings that the youths assigned to their learning experiences, (2) the
learning patterns that they employed in constructing the knowledge, and (3) the approach for
promoting their learning. This participatory action cum narrative research created
communities of practice in four schools in Chiangrai Province to involve a total of 91 actors,
including school board members, principals and teachers, local leaders/seers/residents and
parents/guardians in arranging learning activities in compliance with the study premise for a
total of 56 Akha, Tai Yuan, Lisu, Tai, Bisu, Yao, Isan, Yunnan Chinese, and Karen youths
enrolling in Grade 4-6. Data relating to the local contexts, the youths’ life background and
their learning experience and the processes to arrange for their learning experience were
collected by in-depth interviews and participant observations. Content analysis of the data
was conducted to identify key categories before establishing a comprehensive data structure
and synthesizing the meanings and patterns of the youths’ learning experience and the
learning promotion approach.

Results of the study showed that the youths assigned three groups of meanings to their
learning experience as follows: (1) Life Contextual Meanings including their relationship
with their life surroundings, the values of the local eco-cultural knowledge, their agency in
conserving the values, and their mindset to embrace local environmental, social and
economic systems in their living; (2) Learning Meanings including their awareness of the
significance of constructivist learning, their ability to integrate their eco-cultural learning
with the required academic skills, and the awakening of their constructivist learning capacity;
and (3) Social Meanings including their skills in sharing learning with peers and adults,
screening for role models, and adapting for social living. The patterns of learning that the
youths employed could be categorized into four groups as follows: (1) Reconstructing
Patterns through analysis/integration/communication/application/synthesis, (2) Expanding
Patterns through co-learning/gradual deepening of familiar issues/enquiring about life
issues/knowledge management, (3) Directed Patterns through receiving and strictly following
instruction, and (4) Gliding Patterns due to disinterests and learning disabilities. Factors
influencing their learning included their self-control, self-confidence, intelligence, personal
learning goals, possessed eco-cultural knowledge, language skills, psychomotor skills and
collaborative learning environments. The L-BeMe process innovated for promoting their
learning consisted of six steps including creating the community of practice, assuming new
roles, putting the youths at the center, planning for learning management, managing learning,
and assessing learning progress. Guidelines for application of the process included constant
hands-on development, attention to diversity of contexts and creativity in nourishing learning
of the youths.

Recommendable for further studies are research to embed the L-BeMe into the regular
working system, to innovate learning management processes to attend the potential of every
type of learners, to innovate a process for educational supervisors to support the hands-on
development of teachers, and to reorient school administration from chain of command
towards promoting creativity for child-centered learning.
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