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Over tﬁe past 40 years, the scenes of concrete buildings and urban life have
invaded the typical scenes of ‘ban suan rim khlong’ (house along waterway in orchards)
and life along water. Such evidences indicated that Bangkok might possibly turning to
be ‘a city of nowhere.

Nakhon Inn Road, a 60-metre wide highway completed in 2003, was chosen as
a case study representing impacts from the development in Bangkok’s urban fringe.
This paper focuses on the transformations of areas alongside this road which have
been massively changed over seven years (from 2002 to 2009).

The research comprises two scales, consisting of the macro scale of settlements
alongside Nakhon Inn Road and the micro scale of settlements in Bangraonok village,
Nonthaburi. Various methods and techniques have been used such as observation, in-
depth interview, mapping analysis and content analysis of people’s accounts.

In comparison to the study 7 years ago, it is found that the road construction
has highly impacts to the rapid and dramatic physical changes, consequent to changes
in ecological, economics and social systems. Similar to the previous study in other parts
of Bangkok, it is found that the study has changed towards diversification, fragmentation
while people are becoming highly individualistic.

Besides»the three notions of Thai space and place have also been discussed.
The research indicated that khlong is becoming less significant to local people whereas
the quality of unboundedness has been somewhat survived in terms of physical, social
behavior and human perception. Lastly for the re-formation of communi‘ty, it is found
that local people still maintain strong relationships in contrast to residences in housing
estates that live separately. This research has discovered that the real identity of Ban

Bangraonok today is no longer portrayed via the physical environment of ban suan rim
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khlong. Instead, it is subsisted in the social intimacy among close relatives and strong
relationships within the community that have still been survived among these dramatic
changes.

Finally, the method of reading changes through time is a useful tool for
designers and community planners. It is with hope that the outcome from this research
could provide grounds for the process of understanding place authentically.

Keywords: Ban suan rim khlong, Nakhon Inn. Road, Ban Bangraonok, 1

Local community, Transformation
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