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Abstract

The purpose of this survey research was to assess the perception of Thai people towards the informa-
tion of diseases and health risks. The survey had been conducted by using standardized questionnaire to collect
data from 5,498 people , sampling from the residents of Bangkok and 8 other provinces namely, Phra Nakhon
Si Ayutthaya, Nakhon Pathom, Mae Hong Son, Sukhothai, Nakhon Ratchasima, Nong Khai, Chumphon, and
Phang-Nga during April to July, 2007. The complied data had been analyzed by the Questionnaire Process-
ing System, descriptive statistics and Chi-square test.

The results of the study revealed that 93.71 percent of the sample group had ever received the
information of diseases and health risks. The top 5 popular diseases of which they had got the information
were Dengue hemorrhagic fever (85.1%), Aids (77.9%), Avian influenza (66.3%), Cigarette smoking
related diseases (57.4%) and Traffic accidents (53.2%). The top 5 popular channels by which the diseases
information had been delivered to them were television (85.8%), radio (54.7%)), health personnel (44.9%),
poster and bill-boards (43.7%) and newspaper and magazines (40.1%). The satisfaction scales of diseases
information and health risks among the study group were moderate (average 3.91 from 5 points). The high
satisfaction sub-group was 18.2% while high moderate satisfaction, moderate satisfaction, un-satisfaction
and very un-satisfaction sub-groups were 52.9%, 24%, 0.8% 0.3% respectively. The study group have
good knowledge in 7 diseases, namely, Dengue hemorrhagic fever, Aids, Avian influenza, Alcoholic bever-
age, Cigarette, Vascular brain disease and Diarrhea (average 23.57 from 28 points) while high, moderate
and low knowledge sub-groups were 85.3%, 9.0%, and 5.6% respectively. Furthermore, the study group had
possessed 11 health promotion and disease prevention related behaviors of which 8 were positive and 3
were negative behaviors. The average behaviors score was low (average 3.77 from 8 points), while high,
moderate and low score sub-groups were 15.1%, 32.3%, and 52.6% accordingly.

The results conclude that even though the rate of receiving the information of diseases and health
risks of the Thai people among the studied provinces was rather high, indicated by the knowledge of diseases
and health risks which were good in average but the health behaviors were on the contrary, low. Hence, it is
suggested that the public relation operation should be improved to increase the efficiency such as increase the

communication channels, disease and health advice content and communication techniques and tactics.
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MINi 6 wpAnssumsduasugumwuaznsdasnulsazantszmaud wea. 2550 (n = 5,498)

WYANTIN mdszind au( %) nna. au(%)[nane au(%) |wiaau(%)faau au(%)|16 Au(%)
1. Sulsemulnu3aleitgegn 4,616(84.0) | 1,745 (84.5)| 732 (83.7) | 764 (86.1)| 666 (83.6) |709 (83.6)
2 MuenausulsTMuS 4,366 (79.4) | 1,681 (81.4)| 675(77.1) | 725 (81.6)| 624 (76.0) [661 (77.9)
UAEMEINTBATH
3 Tssaunasumssulsemuang 3,430 (62.4) |1,084 (52.5)| 576 (65.8) | 636 (71.6)| 426 (51.9) (708 (83.5)
Swfugau
4. wenarNNeulaalusay 1 U 2,816 (51.2) [ 1,051 (50.9)| 513 (58.6) | 496 (55.9)| 390 (47.5) 366 (43.2)
enuan
5. sanmaematiuszanoiauas 2,526 (45.9) 819 (39.6) | 377 (43.1) | 488 (54.9)| 363 (44.2) [479(56.5)
fowaz 3 adh attazemaias 30
i
6. fi'ﬁﬂLméuwwﬁuﬁ:ﬂqqmﬂuﬁm 2,226 (40.5) | 637(30.8) [ 309 (35.3) | 457 (51.5) 323(39.3) 500 (59.0)
UazIaU ) Jﬁunn&’ﬂmﬁ
7.°l°z?|;iywﬂﬂﬂ1nme;&nvgﬂﬂ%v'mmvla 2,088 (38.8) | 588(28.5) | 350 (40.0) | 421 (47.4)| 307 (37.4) [422 (49.8)
WM
8. gausulsemuannsiissde iy 1,959 (35.6) | 764 (37.0) | 287 (32.8) | 302 (34.0)| 349 (42.5) |257 (30.3)
9. eI LUsaL 1 1,472 (26.8) 517 (25.0) | 243 (27.8) [ 274 (30.9)| 241 (29.4) (197 (23.2)
Tirnuen
10. fingamsaidesiiudsza 724 (13.1) 293 (14.2) | 85(9.7) | 95(10.7) | 175(21.3) | 76 (9.0)
11. gqu‘%tﬁuﬂizﬁw 638 (11.0) 300 (14.5) | 57(6.5) 83(9.4) [ 122(14.9) | 76(9.0)
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NOANTINAINGTI NANFIDENTALUUUNGANTTNIRAY

oo <
3.77 NNAzUUULGN 8 Azuuy Feag lutnmm
Ysziliuszaua lasdingueleannidnginssy

580Uge JREar 15.1 szaulunasesay 32.3

3.94 MARIUDDNLALNLUTBLRAY 3.63

lﬁl L ; = o U 4 2 lﬂgl
wasluszauamissamuaeunan lUvuseaail
MALAWRAY 4.47 MAWIBIREAY 4.40 MANANLRDEY

e

NTUNWHIUATIRGY 3.37 MNAIGU (TN 7)

M 7 wqﬁnswm‘sﬁam?mqﬂmwuasmiﬂmﬁ'u‘[sc-ﬂumwsw 11 wgdnssnuasdszrmmud w.a. 2550

(n = 5,359)

FTAUNGANIIN isemne au( %) nna. au(%)|nane au(% ) [1Hiaau(%)aa1y Au(%)| 19 au(%)
9 ( 6.34-8.00 AZUUY ) 810 (15.1) 194 (9.5) | 128 (15.1) | 196 (22.8)| 108 (13.5) |184 (22.6)
tunan 1,729 (32.3) | 569(28.0) | 282(33.2) | 314 (36.5)| 241 (30.0) [323(39.7)
( 4.80-6.33 ALLLUY )
M (< 4.80 ATULUU) 2,820 (52.6) |1,271 (62.5)| 440 (51.7) | 350 (40.7)| 453 (56.5) 306 (37.6)
aRdy () 3.77 3.33 3.94 4.40 3.63 4.47
waztnauailseiiiy o 3 o C M M

X*=228.06 , p-value = 0.000*
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