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52202205 : MAJOR : (THAI)
KEY WORD : ATTHAKATHADHAMMAPA/DIDACTIC LITERATURE

KESSANEE NUCHTHONGMUANG : ATTHAKATHA DHAMMAPADA : A STUDY
AS DIDACTIC LITERATURE. THESIS ADVISOR :  SUMALEE LIMPRASERT, PH.D.. 231 pp.

This research aims to study 302 stories in Atthakathadhammapada by the approaches of
plot analysis and Vladimir Propp’ structural theory to analyze the regulation narrative of
Atthakatha Dhammapada and Buddhist morals are used as the method to analyze doctrine in the
stories as the didactic

The analysis reveals that stories can be categorized into 4 groups in terms of people
related: 1)Stories about priests including Arahants, and general monks and nuns, 2)Stories about
advocates including both men and women, 3)Stories about non-Buddhists and 4)Stories about Lord
Buddha. All of them can be divided into 10 behaviors chronologically: 1)Background 2)Faith
3)Ordination 4)Problems occurring - 5)Problems solving 6)Retribution 7)Dhamma  listening
8)Dhamma achievement 9)Doubtfulness 10)Dhamma description. All narratives begin with the first
function and always close with the seventh or tenth function, based only on sermons preached by the
Buddha. These behaviors indicate that exegeses involve storytelling that attaches importance to
functions that lead to preaching of sermons.

In terms of narrative techniques which consist of the narrator and narrative, it was found
that exegeses employ a combination of three different narrators, i.e. non-character being as a knower
giving a narrative opening, and character being as a witness giving a narrative of the story plot. The
character narrator is the Buddha who recounts what he has experienced, including Buddhist
sermons; this style of narrator use is unique in Buddhist narratives imitating Tripitaka Sutrapitaka.
Narrative is divided into 1) Narration related to time-space in the story, comprised of three modes -
narrative at the present time, which is found the most in narratives by Buddhism non-believers as
they just got to learn about Buddhism; alternate narrative between the present and past, which is
found the most in narratives by male and female devotees to show that past actions cause present
effects; and narrative of stories from past to present, which is found the most in narratives by
Buddhist priests to show their persistent attempt to attain enlightenment. All narrative styles employ
narrative at the present time for the most to demonstrate the importance of using Dharma to solve
present problems for preventing those that would give rise to future effects; and 2) Narrative related
to time-space of the reader, comprised of 3 modes, i.e. abridged narrative due to the inability to
narrate all actually occurring chronological events; jumping narrative due to pre-mentioning in other
stories; and thorough narrative for short, present events.

In terms of teachings, the exegeses were found to contain key Buddhist teachings, i.e. to
abstain from doing evil, to do good, and to purify the mind. Teaching that was found the most is “to
purify the mind”, because a purified mind would lead to abstinence from doing evil and to doing
good easily, as mind is the determination of intention which controls human actions.

It was found in the study of exegeses as literary teachings that the exegeses have played
an important role as literary teachings for a very long period of time, from oral tradition after the
Buddha’s lifetime to written recordings propagated over a wide area. One of their important roles
that appeared as evidence for the first time in Thailand is their use as a reference source for Trai
Bhumikatha (Sermon on the Three Worlds). What has long been a continually important role of
them is their use as Buddhist theology learning courses for monks. Some chapters of the exegeses
also serve extensively as teachings and moral precepts for general human beings in their present
living of life. Considering the exegeses in the aspects of storytelling sequence, narrative techniques
and teachings, it was found that they all are aimed at presenting the crucial exegesis idea Dharma
given by the Buddha as problem solving guidelines for people in any status.

Department of Thai Graduate School, Silpakorn University
Student's SIgNature ..........ccceeeviiieeeeniiiieeeenns Academic Year 2013
Thesis AdViSOr's SigNature .........ccccceevviveeeeriiieeee e
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