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KEYWORD : TALL BUILDINGS / TALL BUILDINGS

PISARNSRI  KRATAITHONG : EARLY TALL BUILDINGS IN SIAM 1840S - 1920S.
THESIS ADVISOR : PINAI SIRIKIATIKUL, Ph.D. 151 pp.

The thesis is a study of early tall buildings in Siam, examining an
emergence of tall, western-style buildings in Siam between 1840s and 1920s, when
Siamese ruling class and aristocratic seek for “Civilization”, by adopting western
activities related to Time, astronomy and leisure.

Dealing with each of these particular subjects, the three main chapters are
of Clock, Astronomical and Commercial Towers built during this period. The aim is to
show how Siamese leaders used these new types of building to establish their new
identity, as well as the ways in which such seemingly western-style buildings were
given “local” meaning. The research draws upon archival sources such as
documentary evidence from governmental papers, anecdotes, newspaper, and upon
first-hand analysis of the buildings. The finding will contribute to a better

understanding about western-style architecture in Siam.
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