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ABSTRACT

This study investigated behaviours of students with special needs. They were divided
into three different groups, including learning disability, autism, and attention deficit hyperactiv-
ity disorder. In addition, the study explored basic ways in which these students could be
assisted. The samples under the investigation were purposively selected according to the
report stemming from group discussion. The report provided basic information for the pre-
analysis stage. The samples for this case study included twenty-four students of different
grades ranging between kindergarten and sixth grade at Mahasarakham University
Demonstration Primary School. The instruments were (1) a test to measure students' recep-
tive as well as interpretive ability; (2) a survey questionnaire to examine students' with specific
learning problems; (3) a form to classify behaviours of students’ with special needs, including
learning disability, autism, and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. Qualitative data were
gathered through observation, interview, brainstorming, group interview, and group meeting.

Through the test with emphasis on measuring students' receptive as well as interpretive
ability, the findings showed that seven students were found to develop learning disability. From
the survey questionnaire to examine students' specific learning problems, it was found that
fourteen students had reading problem and seventeen students had writing problem. Addition-
ally, seven students were found to have learning problem concerning mathematics. The teach-
ers took action in assisting students individually by adding extra hours after school hours.
Additional school sessions were also provided during summer to support those with autism.
Two students, according to the form to classify behaviors of students with special needs,
were found to develop autism and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. The teachers
arranged activities emphasizing the student's adjustment of behaviors. The activities allowed
opportunities for students to facilitate students' interaction with teachers and their classmates.
Based on the form to classify behaviors of students with special needs, it was found that
fifteen students had attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. The results also indicated that
there was cooperation between teachers and parents. The teacher, at the same time, assisted
students by having them seated near the teachers, not allowing them to sit close to the
window or door, and assigning them to help with classroom activities. The parents along with

their children met doctors for diagnosis.

Keywords: Learning Disability, Autism, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
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