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A Comparative Study of Expected and Actual Performance of Graduate
Students in Master of Arts Program in Medical and Health Social
Sciences Program/ Social Sciences and Health Program in Achieving

Their Thesis
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H Abstract ‘l

This research was to study the levels of expected and actual performance of the graduate
students for their thesis achievement, in terms of supportive system conditions, behavioral conditions
and graduate student conditions. Samples were 56 graduate students in Master of Arts Program in
Medical and Health Social Sciences Program/ Social Sciences and Health Program (day program and
special program) of the academic year 2008-2013. A cross sectional questionnaire was implemented
and statistics used for data analysis were frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation, t-test
and F-test.

The research results were as follows :

1. The comparative results between the expected and the actual performance of graduate
students in achieving their thesis were statistically different at the .05 level. The students had higher
expected performance than the actual one in two aspects: curriculum management and educational

facilities that support their thesis achievement.
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2.Regarding behavioral conditions, the results also showed differences between the expected
and the actual performance of graduate students in achieving their thesis with statistical significance at
the .05 level, in four aspects: thesis advisors, submission of final paper by the deadline, documenting
tasks, and constant work on thesis & time management.

3.As for graduate student conditions in achieving their thesis and in terms of supportive system,
the results revealed statistical difference of students’ expected and actual performance between
samples who registered for thesis in different academic years at the .05 level. Samples with different
sex and monthly income had different levels of their actual performance by statistical significance at
.05. Regarding students’ behavior, samples with different sex and registered for the thesis in different
academic years also showed statistical difference between expected and actual performance at the
.05 level. The actual performance of the samples who enrolled in the programs in different academic

years was also statistical different at the level of .05.

Keywords : Thesis Achievement, Supportive System Conditions, Behavioral Conditions,

Graduate Student Conditions, Expected and Actual Performance
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