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Abstract

This research aims to explore and predict impacts of Dawei Special Economic
Zone (DSEZ) in the Republic of the Union of Myanmar on changes in Phu Nam Ron Border
Town in Kanchanaburi, Thailand. Objectives of this study are to investigate types of border
town, to explore expected impacts, and to recommend prototypes for urban logistics
planning framework for dealing with impacts of DSEZ in the study area. The research has
created integrated study between town planning and logistics disciplines regarding with
transportation network and facilitations in border towns. Conceptual frameworks consist of
various factors influencing the study area, which are network of roads, border trades, and
development of DSEZ including two more factor emerging from fieldwork, which are border
industrial estates of Amata and new settlement at Myanmar border.

This research was carried out through qualitative methodology consisting of
secondary data ad primary data. The latter approaches were fieldworks and in-depth
interviews based on relevant stakeholders either in Thailand or in the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar in order to investigate current circumstance for future prediction by using PEST
analysis based on two scenarios. The best case will be changes in line with planning and the
delayed case based on tardiness of DSEZ project, of Amata Industrial estates, and of new
town settlement at Myanmar border.

Results of this study maintain that various factors have brought about changes
in the study area in different ways which require different planning and management
approaches. There are three characters of border towns. Paradigm 1 is Border Flow which is
a beginning phrase and has been forced by border trade. Physical development and facilities
are mainly required at this stage. Paradigm 2 is Cross-border Industrial Town which is a
changing phrase and has been forced by industrial estates in Myanmar border. Social
development and facilities are mainly concentrated. Paradigm 3 is Logistic Border Town
which is evident transformation phrase and has been forced by logistic integration.
Knowledge development and facilities including environmental awareness are crucially
required at this stage.

Recommendations of this research stress that urban logistics planning is a
challenge to manage impacts of DSEZ development in Ban Phu Nam Ron for better future.
There are three salient approaches for achieving this, namely, physical port, social port, and
knowledge port developments by integrated logistics and urban facilitation in order to

manage changes in border towns to be more appropriate in long term.
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