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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to find out of farmer groups occupation network,
necessary condition, factor and limitation that effect such network development. This research
applied Participatory Action Research (PAR). The preparation phase starts from Commaunity
diagnosis, identify research topic, search for more stakeholder and voluntary research team
member. The research process was further undertaken in order to collect more related
information, identify problem; root causes; and how to solve problem, community needs of 11
villages, sharing with experienced farmer’s network, forming network, and evaluation and
monitoring. It is important to note that process document was done througout the research
process. Then research team participatory analysed and synthesized information.

New knowledge developed was alternative process to develop agriculture occupation
network. Necessary conditions are as follow : (1) empowerment by external organizations, (2)
facilitation by external facilitators as to develop concept and skills, (3) participatién concept of
group leaders, (4) participation concept of group members, (5) approached to disseminate
concepts and process, and (6) network of farmer group at the village level. Furthurmore,
supporting factors include existing community mechanism as well as structure and farmer’s
groups. However, such limitations as (1) lack of genuine voluntary leaders, (2) high domination
of a few leaders, (3) threats include domination concept hold by network leader and network

committee lack of managerial skill, and (4) pseudo participation of a few village heads.



Developmental output are as follows: (1) improved existing leaders and new leader,
(2) improved farmer’s groups, (3) improved communication among stakeholder, (4) collaboration
among community GO and NGO, (5} participation of community and wider society, (6) two
agricultural project were implemented which later contributed to increase farmer income. The
most important output was that farmers have developed their participation concept and skill to

solve their problems as to be more self — reliance and sustainbility.



