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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining changes in cultural patterns of hilltribe
community culture and conditions governing such changes. The changes studied
were in three major areas, nametly, dressing, house making and consumption. The
study site was Phya Kong Village, Sri Tai Sub-District, Mae Suay District, Chiang Rai
Province, a Red Lahu or Musur tribe, which, while maintaining its traditional culture
and traditions, had adopted a great many elements_ of the new culture from the
outside. Findings were as follows:

As regards dressing it was found that traditionally worn tribal costumes had
changed due to cultural assimilation. Borrowing lowlanders' dressing modes and
culture was both total and partial in manner. Traditional tribal costumes were stjl
worn but newly tailored to suit the traditional. Certain key factors/conditions
affecting the change were tribal members' values which accepted lowlanders'
dressing modes and culture, increased contact with lowlanders, and changed
climatic conditions. Moreover, migration to the lowland was also found to have
brought about the change.

As regards house-making culture it was found that tribal members’

traditional houses, i.e., high stilts, flattened bamboo floors and walls with thatched



roofs, had slightly changed. Flooring, waliing and roofing materials became simitar
to those normally used by lowlanders. However, such a change was mainly
cosmetic. The interior of thefr homes still remained unchanged. Poverty was found
1o have accounted for such a slight change. Better-off families, on the other hand,
tended to build their houses similar to those of the lowlanders’,

Finally, regarding consumption culture it was found that their dietary
practices had somewhat shifted from the traditionally simple, i.e., dependence on
grown vegetables, raised animals and seasonaily available forest edible, to mixed
ones. While still partially relying on above food sources, tribal members bought food
from traveling traders and purchased finished food where available. Factors
accounting for these changes were increased Population which required more food
and altered physical environment. Contact with lowlanders also made it possibie for
tribal members also made it possible for tribal members to selectively adopt the

former’s certain dietary habits so as to help solve their own problems.



