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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study, “Existentialist Thought in Chart Kobchitti’s Literaray
Works 1979~ 1993” are 1. to study the thought in his literary works during 1979-1993. 2. to
analyze Existentialist influence in his literary works. 3. to criticize the Existentialist thought
introduced to Thai society through his literary works by using 9 of his books as the primary

source.

The Study also shows that Chart has at least three concepts about rnan, which are 1. The
aim of man is liberation or freeing himself from craving for thing and person, living according to
this aim means that man should contemplate on his every action by regarding the responsibility as
guiding principle. 2. Man is inter-dependent so he should treat the others creatively. 3. Man

should live in the world by not treating things more important than human being.

It was found that there are at least two Existentialist thoughts, which influence to Chart;
namely, the thought of freedom and the thought of responsibility. He thinks that man has
freedom to accept or to resist the social norms and he must take responsibility in his decisions and

the effect of his decision.

Moreover, The study also found that Chart has some thoughts which are different from

Existentialism namely, 1. Man’s relationship is more creative than conflicting 2. Man can reach



the higher freedom than found in Existentialism, which can eliminate conflicts and man's endless
craving for thing. This shows that he derives this thought from other source. Therefore, in his
view, Existentialist thought can only provide answers concerning man and society up to a certain
extent that is not enough for society then, Chart introduces other kinds of thought, some of which
are similar to Buddhism, in order to integrate. This gives us reason to conclude that Chart re-
introduced Traditional Thai wisdom into Thai society from a new perspective that of Buddhist

philosophy.



