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Abstract

Project Code : RDG54520090

Project Name . Research Project : Development of Rice Seed Participatory Certification
System of Chainat Province

Researchers . Associate Professor Makasiri Chaowagul , Ph.D and team

E-mail Address . makasiric@nu.ac.th

Estimation of the quantity demanded for 2011/2012 crop year for rice seed was 1 million
metric ton. However, the quantity of formal certified rice seed produced was only 0.1 million
metric ton. That was , there has not been an efficient certification system for 90% of rice seed
sold in the market.

Main objective of this study was to develop the rice seed participatory certification
system of Chainat province. Chainat was chosen for this study because of its vision of being
production area of good quality of rice seed at national level. Target of this study was the
modification of rice seed certification system from product certification by inspecting only the
final product to process certification both at field level and post harvesting level. The assumption
of process certification was that if process was standardized , the output would then be
standardized. Three activities implemented in this study were increasing professional rice seed
field inspectors , developing training curriculum for professional rice seed field inspector and
developing recording form for rice seed field inspection. In driving these activities , the
participation of stakeholders of the new certification system was adopted. Moreover , the
developed certification system would be tested by those stakeholders for one crop of rice seed.

The results of study indicated that the process certification system would be efficient if
the rice seed field certification must be considered as the necessary condition for the post
harvesting certification of rice seed. The benefit of process certification was the division of
responsibility in certifying rice seed. Rice seed field inspector would responsible for the first part
of certification while rice seed merchants would control the quality of seed after harvesting.
Under the process certification , personals of the Rice Seed center or the Rice Research center
could be able to inspect the quality of rice seed of the later part because “the property of being

good quality rice seed” was already certified from the first part of the process. Therefore,



increasing the number of the potential rice seed field inspectors should be an important mission
for this certification system since the number of these inspectors are insufficient at present.

However, registration of professional rice seed field inspectors should be considered
whereas the Department of Rice or the Seed Association of Thailand might be the unit of
registration under condition of passing certain criteria.

Encouraging rice seed merchants , agricultural cooperatives and community rice centers
to adopt the process certification system for rice seed by giving the certification document or
loco should be another issue for consideration of the governors of Chainat province. The market
of certified rice seed would then be definitely separated from those non certified rice seed .

Higher price of certified rice seed would be expected result of this certification system.
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