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The Action Study Project On Development of Farmer Group Network For Producing Rice Seed

And Developing Rice Seed Market System of Chainat Province

Associate Professor Makasiri Chaowagul , Ph.D
Naresuan University

E-mail : makasiric@nu.ac.th

Abstract

The quantity of rice seed produced by the 23 rice seed centers all over the
country in the year 2009 was not more than 90,000 tons while the estimation of demand for rice
seed that year was high to 1 million tons. The increase in the number of farmers producing
good quality of rice seed was then necessary. The objectives of this action study project were
(1) to develop the farmer network producing good quality of rice seed between the farmer
group of Thumbon Nang Luer and Tha Chai as the buyer of rice seed and the 20 farmers of 2
community rice centers of Thumbon Pho Ngam and Thumbon Prag Sri Raja and (2) to develop
the market system of good quality rice seed. The former group has given the quota areas of 310
rais to produce rice seed to the later groups. The rice variety produced under this project was
Phatumthani 1 and the period of implementation was between November 2009 to March 2010.
The former group would control the quality of rice seed production by examining the rice field 3
times before harvesting. If the rice field passed the standard of rice seed , the number of ‘red
seed’ would then be randomly examined from the paddy harvested. If the number of red seed
was not more than 4 seeds in 500 grams of paddy , those paddy would passed the standard of
rice seed and the price received would be 500-1,00 baths per ton higher than the average price
of 3 local merchants paid for rice seed.

The results of the study were that the total paddy produced under this project was
254.935 tons in which 45.29% of the total product was the paddy passing the rice seed
standard. Yield per rai of the standard rice seed and paddy not passing rice seed standard
were 884.713 and 764.57 kilograms per rai , respectively. The average cash cost of the total

product was 9,680.67 bahts per ton . The average net revenue over the cash cost was thus
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4,929.25 bahts per ton in which the average price received by the farmers for standard rice
seed and non standard rice seed were 10,573.68 and 9,087.41 bahts per tons.

The key causes of paddy not passing rice seed standard were that the planted area
was mixed of grass seed , farmers had not enough knowledge of the rice varieties and the
number of the potential rice field examiners was not enough for efficient examination.
Nevertheless, 75% of farmers under this study project intend to plant rice seed next season.
The remaining 20% of the farmer would produce rice seed again after the problems of their
planted fields are solved. 65% of the farmers would produce rice seed for the Thumbon Nang
Luer and Tha Chai farmer group. The rest of the farmers would produce rice seed for the
Chainat rice seed center and the rice seed merchants in Chainat.

The study also found that the insufficiency of the number of the potential rice field
examiners was the obstacle to the expansion of the market of the good quality rice seed. The
more efficiency the examination of rice field, the more chance of getting good quality rice seed.
If develop production process to be guaranty system for rice seed , the farmers who are the
owners of the rice field and the merchants who are the buyers of the rice seed could participate
in controlling the quality of rice seed produced. This guaranty system is called the participatory
guaranty system or PGS . The key factors of this system is the sufficiency of the potential
planting field examiners. The development of this guaranty system give more importance not
only to the knowledge of rice variety of the farmers , but also to the development of the

professional rice field examiners.
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