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This thesis is making a study on Lao foreign policy in the post-cold war era, concentrating on

the internal and external factors which influence Lao foreign policy adaptation.

Employing descriptive and analytical approach, this thesis relied heavily on academic work,
magazines and other official publications written in Lao, Thai and English as well as some information
from websites. The analytical theme of this thesis focuses on economic and political history, both at
domestic and external levels, and also employs linkage politics theory as the framework of studies.

The findings of this thesis were: the internal factors, namely the problem of economic
development and the need of economic assistance, and the external factors including the demise of the
cold war, and conflicts between Vietnam and Cambodia necessitated Laos’ foreign policy adaptation

in the post-cold war era.
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ASEAN

COMECON

CIS

CMEA

Cominform

FEOF

FIMC

GDP

GDP per Capita

ICP

IMF

JICA

KNUFNS

NEM

NATO

Association of Southeast Asian Nations

Council for Mutual Economic Cooperation

Commonwealth of Independent States

( )

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance

Communist Information Bureau

( )

Foreign Exchange Operations Fund

Foreign Investment Management Committee

Gross Domestic Product

Gross Domestic Product per Capita

Indochinese Communist Party

International Monetary Fund

Japanese International Cooperation Agency

C )

Kampuchean National United Front for National Salvation

New Economic Mechanism

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
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USAID United States Aid for International Development

SEATO Southeast Asia Treaty Organization

PRK People’s Republic Kumpuchea
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