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ABSTRACT
208857

This study was conducted with five objectives: 1) to investigate basic socio-economic
backgrounds of the asparagus growers, 2) to examine condition of asparagus production and
problems, 3) to identify extension services and support given to the growers, 4) to examine
application of Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) guidelines on asparagus production by the
growers, and 5) to compare application of GAP guidelines by the growers with different
background. One hundred and forty eight growers in Kanchanaburi province were randomly
selected through the multistage sampling design. The samples were interviewed, using the
interview schedule as a data collection tool, during April to May 2007. The data were analyzed
and arithmetic mean was used to express the growers’ application of GAP guidelines.

The results indicated that 58.1 percent of the asparagus growers were male, with an
average age of 42.27 years old, and completed elementary education. Approximately 75.7
percent of the growers were not community leaders. They had average family members of 4.38
persons. An average annual income per household was 332,392.90 baht, of which 190,689.90
baht derived from asparagus production. An average asparagus yield was 2,516.56 kg./year. The
growers tended to grow asparagus on the same size of land as previously did, because family
labor was limited. An average size of asparagus growing area was 2.5 rai per household. The
seedlings of “Block improved” variety were prepared and planted to produce green shoot
asparagus. Seventy three percent of the asparagus growers obtained the quality assurance
certificates from the Department of Agriculture. The most important production problem was
plant pests out breaking, including wet rot, anthracnose, and beet armyworm. Each grower

obtained extcnsion services from the contracted company and attended training courses at an



208857
average of 2.6 times in a year. The growers had their asparagus plots checked and examined by
the officers, on average, 1.7 times in a year.

Ninety six percent of the growers were contracted farmers, and thus they were obligated
to follow the GAP guidelines set forth by the contractors. The growers put GAP guidelines into
practice every time when an opportunity comes on 6 issues, including farm hygiene management,
harvesting and produce handling, pesticide-freed product management, plant pest-freed product
management, product handling and transport to collection point after harvesting, and grading and
contamination control. The other 5 issues were put into practice from time to time, including
agricultural machinery and tool management, input management and documentation, document
filing and control, and harvesting and post-harvesting practices. One issue that the growers did
not put into practice but tends to be put into practice was management to obtain asparagus
characteristics and quality with respect to asparagus breeds. The growers with different number
family labor put the asparagus GAP guidelines into practice differently on 13 issues. The growers
with different amount of training obtained put the asparagus GAP guidelines into practice
differently on 6 issues. The growers with different number times their plots being examine by the

officers put the asparagus GAP guidelines into practice differently on 23 issues out of a total of

97 issues.
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