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Settlement of Kon Muang nai in Surat Thani Province
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Abstract

This research article aims to study the settlement, adaptation, and identity of urban people in Surat Thani
province. In this study of the “Kon Muang Nai” people living in the city in Surat Thani province, the samples are
people in Moo 3, Ban Thung Ao, The data are presented as follows: the same number of females and males, the age
range between 70 - 79 years, and the number of years of living in this province between 60 - 69 years. They are
mostly farmers, and some of them are general contract workers. Most of these people used to live in Nakhon
Pathom, Ratchaburi, Phetchaburi, Samut Sakhon, and Samut Songkhram. However, people who moved to live here
mostly came from Nakhon Pathom and Samut Sakhon. The reason of relocation to Ban Thung Ao, Srivichai
Subdistrict, Phunphin District, Surat Thani Province is the persuasion of relatives who had already lived in this area
and the low family income. In the past, the land was cheap and able to occupy because it was a forest. Must have
pioneered planting or using as a residence. Most of their journeys came by train to Maluan Subdistrict, Phunphin
District and walk from the train station to Moo 3, Ban Thung Ao, Srivichai Subdistrict, Phunphin District, Surat
Thani Province. As new comers, they needed to adapt to local slang words; however, the original language and
accent in speaking still had been retained. Even though these people were used to eating mild favor food, they
needed to adapt to the Southern food that were spicy. Turmeric was a main ingredient in the Southern food. There
are many agricultural practices with the use of techniques for growing crops in this area. These people have
continuously adapted to Southern tradition and culture. Songkran festival from the old town was different from that
of the Southern region. They were used to singing “Pleng Choi”, playing “Phuang Malai” “Luk Chuang” and “Mon
Son Pa”, sprinkling water onto the Buddha statue, and Thai dancing “Romvong” at the temple in the daytime. Sato

was made during Songkran festival. Nowadays cultures and practices have changed over the time.

Keywords: Settlement, Kon Muang Nai, Identity
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