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Abstract

The project on “The translation of Myanmar country documents: urban history and
geography” is undertaken under the main project of Myanmar Country Focus supported by Thailand
Research Fund. Its aim is to provide information for history and geography of the main cities of 14
divisions and states in Myanmar. In the first phase of the project, only 5 areas are translated i.e.,
Karen State, Tanintharyi division, Mandalay division, Pago division and Rakhine state. Altogether,
there are 81 main cities; that is, 7 cities in Karen State, 9 in Tanintharyi division, 27 cities in
Mandalay division, 25 cities in Pago division and 13 cities in Rakhine state.

Primary data is translated from Myanmar Encyclopedia prepared since the beginning of the
year 1949 in the time of Myanmar independence. The first edition in the series was published in 1954
and then gradually ever printed until 1976, so that information as evidence of the document belongs
to the period before the current military government of Myanmar; including the first government of U
Nu period (AD 1948-1958), the first government of Ne Win era (AD 1958-1960), the second
government of U Nu (AD 1960-1962) and the second government of Ne Win (AD 1962-1988). Data
mentioned in the Encyclopedia is about cities, state hospitals and schools, local products, marketing,
trade routes local religious traditions and ethnic populations (refer to survey in 1931 1953 1956 and
1971). Key issues are to do with culture, history, myth, local economy and environment in the period
before 1988.

In this translation, current data are also updated, based on government documents, magazines
and newspapers such as Myanmar's economy journals (AD 2009 to 2010), recorded development
(AD 2008), Myanmar Thana magazine (AD 2008) and articles from Eleven Weekly news (2009).
Key issues will include natural areas, climate, society, culture, urban development and local
economy. Besides, supplemental information is also inserted such as water resources pagoda and
ethnic groups from Myanmar Encyclopedia and books on Myanmar geography and indigenous
culture, etc. Additionally, summaries of the political, economic and cultural environment are briefed

in the beginning of each area.
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