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other Afo day and, as you know, the whole clan gathers there.

That was the day it happened. The three white men and very
large number of other men surrounded the market themselves
invisible until the market was full. And they began shoot.

Everybody was killed, except the old and the sick who were at
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home and handful of men and whose Chi were wide awake and

brought them out of that market.®
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The missionaries had come to Umuofia. They had built
their church there, a handful of converts and were already
sending evangelists to the surrounding towns and villages. That
was a source of great sorrow to the leaders of the clan; but
many of them believed that the strange faith and the white man’s
god would not last. None of his converts was a man whose word

was heeded in the assembly of the people. None of them was a
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Obierika was a man who thought about things. When the

will of the goddess had been done, he sat down in his obi and
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mourned his friend's calamity. Why should a man suffer so
grievously for an offense he had committed inadvertently? But
although he thought for a long time he found no answer. He was
merely led into greater complexities. He remembered his wife's
twin children, whom he had thrown away. What crime had they
committed? The Earth had decreed that they were an offense on
the land and must be destroyed. And if the clan did not exact
punishmemw against the great goddess, her wrath
was loo not just on the offender. As the
7 K e finger b@soiled the others."’
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clans can no longer act like one. He has put a knife on the

things that held us together.and we had fallen apart13
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