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There was a third hut which formed a half moon with the
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and weakness, and even now he still remembered how he had

suffered when a playmate had told him that his father was
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agbala. That was how Okonkwo first came to know that agbala
was not only another name for a woman, it could also mean a

man who had taken no title. v
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after suitable interval.
“Yes,” he answered. "Will you go?”
“Yes,” And after a pause she said: “Can | bring your

chair for you?”
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“No, that is a boy's job.” Okonkwo was especially fond

of Ezinma.” (Msuhuiluaesdiss)
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smoldering earth by making rings of thick sisal leaves around
them. But by the end of the-day the sisal rings were burned dry.

He changed them everyday.. e
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Igbo men were in constant quest of titles and status, and a man

ilwAdgiug  (Uchendu)

who lacks them was looked upon as agbala (woman) However,
that is not to say the traditional Igbo woman felt as dominated as
their counterparts in the Western world. Women may have been
portrayed as less visible than men in Umuofia, but their roles

were as important as those of men. Meal and Female roles
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complemented each other, resulting in the social philosophy of
“complementary dualism,” defined in chapter four. The
importance of his mothers was emphasized in the role that
Okonkwo's maternal uncle, Ucendu, played in his exile in

Mbanta, and in the name Nneka, “Mother is supreme."24
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! second wife had merely cut a few leaves off it to wrap some
food, and she said so. Without further argument Okonkwo gave

her a sound beating and left her and her only daughter
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occasional and tentative, “It is enough, Okonkwo,” pleaded from

. 25
a reasonable distance.
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As these things went through her mind she did not
realize how close they were-to the cave mouth. And so when the
priestess with Ezinma on her back disappear through a hole
hardly big enough to pass a hen, Ekwefi broke into a run as
though to stop them. As she stood gazing at the circular
darkness which had swallowed them, tears gushed from her

eyes, and she swore within her that if she heard Ezinma cry she

would rush into the j to defend her against all the gods in

uild
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On the following morning the entire neighborhood wore a

festive air because Okonkwo's friend, Obierika, was celebrating
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his daughter's Uri. It was the day on which her suitor (having
already paid the greater part of her bride-price) would bring
palm wine not only her parents and immediate relatives but to

5 3 5 28
the wide and extensive group of kinsmen call Umunna.
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and bellowed four times, “Umuofia kwenu,” and on occation he

faced a different direction and seemed to push the air with a
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clenched fist. And the thousand men answered “Yaa!” each

. 31
time.
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And in fairness to Umuofia it should be recorded that it
never went to war unless its ‘case was clear and just and was
accepted as such by its Oracle—The Oracle of the Hills and the
Caves. And there were indeed occasions when the Oracle had
forbidden Umuofia to wage a war. If the clan had disobeyed the

Oracle they would surely have been beaten, because their

dreaded agadi-nwayi would never fight what the Ibo call a fight

of blame“.
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was dragged on the ground through the village until he died.
But after a while this custom was stopped because it spoiled the
peace which it was meant to preserve.” (...)

“It1s -indeed true,” said Ogbuefi Ezeudu. “They have that
custom in Obodoani. If a man dies at this time he is not buried
but cast into the Evil Forest. It is a bad custom which these
people observe because they lack understanding. They throw
\an and women without burial. And
2T ﬁ full of the evil spirits of these
unborEEh i | CE— e living.**
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‘_;:fi’s second son child, Okonkwo

ijde 0 inquire wi .This man told him that the
child

ﬂ um ?In W'E]" ﬁjﬁa born again....

your W|fe becomes pregnan galn " he said, “let

CEREN b (e i e

cycle of birth and death.”

was an ogbanje, one of those wicked children who, when

* Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, p. 77.
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consult the spmts of their departed fathers
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“Father, | have a word to say.” It was Oduche.

“I am listening.”

Oduche cleared his throat as if he was afraid to begin.

“Perhaps they are forbidden to help their brothers build
a barn,” said Obika thickly.

“You are always thinking like a fool,” Edogo snapped at

him. “Has Qg he work as hard as your self on your

o here,” said Ezeulu, “not you

have chosen to go to Okperi
of our new teacher.” (...)
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plenty—the new year. Young and old, looked forward to the New Yam

Festival because it began the season of plenty—the new year.‘M
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“I hope our in-laws will bring many pots of wine.
Although they come from -a village that is known for being
closefisted, they ought to know that Akueke is the bride for a
king.” Very soon after, the in-laws began to arrive. Young men
and boys in single file, each carrying a pot of wine, came first.
Obierika’s relative counts the pots as they came. Twenty,

twenty-five, there was a long break, and the hosts looked at

each other as i you” Then more pots came. Thirty,

) |
.%osts nodded in approval and
.-J. X
w like men.” Altogether there

thirty-fiv

ey gaesinanseinnalanisiue URTUBNAINTUUENNIEALIBLA
o 2

AN 7 WNNNE L ﬁ'\ﬁuwmmuaﬂw: S q Hoa JANVMRIAN STMINIRERNINANIAN
|-|_,.l" *,-' ~.f -

assaSeydmeadn Wﬁqﬁ?qu 1 nmmumﬂ‘;uﬁ_ y

usindlAume ’lﬂl.l‘lJ‘lJ'LlﬂFl LIuNFANE

paulspFie  visanaseinma i i nmssindameaslidlaFy
nsilamsziien ﬁ( alenaulng wene
mﬂfmwmua"uanﬂm&lm’i ﬂiﬁvjﬂﬁawmh Auluiin
piallant m ﬁ?ﬁi 'ﬁ Tne  lunsdhl
Lﬂuﬂ')'l&l% ﬁﬁ)ﬁ ;Iﬁ:j ﬁgﬂ; inFiameilu
nemeTirieies  nsmsraddaneulnausnanniiunisiaueninaae v R

ANARANAY

“ |bid,. p.116



46

o 1 H z 8 -8 d o 1 1 - o

faatitanenIun bidnazidluGeamaniadulvy Asussn AaAnvesaudly &
uaasliiiudnauauintulidnusssuiugndifsaussadrapdeiusumddu | wan
W ldszndluazianssumaniifuaiesiiodearsuas@on et uANLT e84 19N R
e‘ [—1 =l v a A=;v 1 M yva | o [
nunessuusssuliinadugdsssundanu autusinldldfiusiflesauaivmsiusnan

y . ) o - . Lo L£L a

wnldnenenude ldanieanswldnsudmaniand@etunazAinen IR AN Aan s eI

' v a ' 4: i g o <
Taedarinunisuneasa sandausen viednitnssusing q 3u desigaiinlfiiiutaanu

- 9 vl o P B e o W & o
Wﬂqﬂqﬂﬂqx‘hﬂaﬁﬂ'\uqql“uaﬁ?ﬁ‘u‘ﬁ'\ﬂl“ﬂ']uu1ﬁ‘li')ﬂnﬂﬂﬂﬂ')nL'Imuul.’ﬂﬁ

7
2.2.2 msmsﬁwﬁﬁﬁu /

uanA ua.,mn nuumavnqm.,mﬂn'l'n

AL uﬂs‘:Tﬂ'nu WAAMFUTULENa Y

uardaanigatlugounilan

mmstﬂuﬁqwuﬁmwumﬂmmﬂu'lu.« ‘ WuAaimn Wy msfiiusafiaz
4.9 Rj dlo ' ! ° o 1 ¥
agrall dmiumudiun w'lmvnﬂﬂunqnmwm’lﬁﬂmqmnmmn luadzriauniadi

mmwmmmﬁw ) :;Nwﬂﬁﬂﬂw?]umrﬂjlvﬂqnmvmmd’mnu

'lum"m‘ﬂum‘ﬂmq] el mummmmmu ﬁﬂﬁ’]')ﬂﬁt?ﬂiﬂﬁi‘ﬂﬁn‘ﬂ‘hﬂﬂ y

Ml b3 AP P i

£ mu‘lﬂmvﬂu‘lmus‘a‘wuqumﬂum'-\m:vnmﬂm:ﬂgnm'luvmuﬁu awulddndnay

o =

v < ° ¥ aad :’I - 3% A’ 1 o
WngeingavlunsinensdeslifEnisiumeunning - uazuaii L& BITUBE TUANW
AutihenAnisguaresdresiTnalnzlgniy  Adliiiulanlafinisiaumiuses
a o - 1o < a a_ o o v & L o &
AuindluazgniuANTesieswamilesssuend  anisdauanslfiiutiaaaudniinly
ada & 3y alaia ' . -
yoyAnIssssuanidawnanpulinannitinegsen  uazadnmtluegaeananianach

P 4 ac
ulathtduinduansiasmuggnisuasAugausuysald



47

deaurdma s liidudiuounin Aunaziandsnisauane msTeRieIiu

= [l

Baudunaiuiun  TInnAL1etNa NI n IFaNNEsIN T RLFAFRBIBAEN177aARENIN 1

q

1
P

< : ¥ Y v d' ) % ac -.i' o £
| ArUANAT llﬂxluﬂlﬂu'\uﬂ'lﬂ']ﬂﬂ'l']“‘/lLﬂu‘ﬂﬂ\jﬂqﬂqﬂﬁULNqmﬂﬁ'ﬂ'\']ﬁﬂ']ﬁ“ﬂ’ﬁ:ﬂqlﬂ

Y @ uya vy , @ - a a A
'ﬂq“q?UULﬂU1Qﬂu1ﬂuqu LI ANLAY 1 ﬂﬂlﬂuﬂ'\“qﬁ"‘nUWLﬂW@QﬂuﬂtU TBUNULNBIAS
Nad @ o Ao o o v o = > a o
NQﬁLﬂUmﬂLLVIUVI‘QUN'Wllmﬂﬂﬂ']? UIANIAIURIUINIATINLAARNATIAUNTBL ﬂuﬂ'[m:s‘u

Usemusnuaunsauiinulasulau

alking excitedly and praying that the

locusts should « “in Umu e night. For although locusts had

' J
not visitecWr many y@dy knew by instinct that they
8
were veM N \

L .\V-\"-u.‘- N
out with baskets trying to catch them.

with locusts. The next morning they

nsfuLsenurestnasludulildFesenis s lnaieetinades  uitlSmusse
- - ..-' - W -

= - ) < g
'nuum‘muﬂuﬂa‘:twafﬂuwﬁfm aBEnsmemasuash
UTTNIUDIMNTUBITIEH

1NA0Y

v ad ar
UDNDIUITURTY  BNITTL

UYL NITNUAIUNT

a £ al ack —sl 9 % ' 4
IDIAUBLIFDINNDTAD 1luddu msnzmzidienlasnaunsaasiauaanu

1%

: ‘o W .. ——— -
Whudspuieinla eﬁz Qg 43 Y . wanduluyndsanun
- o aa Y al -
{ptianIziFasn vﬂu njimziﬂtmgqjugﬂﬂ‘lzx[naw'qmwumﬂummm
1 o g = o ] ] o 1]
oy Hﬁ'ﬁ\tﬁﬁmﬂﬁ Tmﬁ‘ﬁﬁmmumww
ﬂ‘ o - o 3 | ) -l
Nimau futlsEnn 1 TnsauAsafeslFsUremuneuFanw

° o v =l a gy o o A o ¥ o o v o
mmumﬂum'ﬂaua:'lmnm‘mumm‘ﬂnﬂm WarantnAsauATFULsENULARLFRA QL

U
<

nssnAuuInauAugaing udateantudn  q widhduengutien wilitnaresensiun
P o2 A Avy e ' = Py Yy o Y o
annteFeiiliatdaaudmnnfiuanuitiuresnagylaenisfeuiuuansanuinia

- Y i a ¥ <
arnedunsiinesAuanguiitey

* Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, P. 56.



48

“ I have kola,” he announced when he sat down, and passed the
disc over to his guest..

“Thank you. He who brings kola brings life.” But | think you
ought to break it,” replied Okoye, passing back the disc.

“No, it is for you, | think,” and they argued like this for breaking
the kola. Okoye, meanwhile, took the lump of chalk, drew some lines on

the floor, and then painted his big toe. %0
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an alligator pepper, which were passed round for all to see and
then returned to him. He broke the nut saying: “We shall all live.
We pray for life, children, a good harvest and happiness. You

will have what is good for you and | will have want is good for

*Ibid., P.6.
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me. Let the kite perch and let the eagle perch too. If one says

no to the other, let his wing-break.” o
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Okonkwo's prosperity was visible in his household. He
had a large compound enclosed by a thick wall of red earth. His
own hut, or obi, stood immediately behind the only gate in the
red walls. Eag%‘ her own hut, which together from a half
moon @ o]

e
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was built against one end of the

leofyamrstood out prosperously in it
H

55

- A‘ v ] o
Flounndelug  Aung
0 o Py f 4 - a a
thureaniluniunaniag s L dnmainesnmuieauaslunsion
Tugesitaiingsyiendny
¥ 2 ¥ 1 <
Whreaiwlisee na1afe
. 0 = ¥ o -'l’ v
N1TNE19 DTN UNAARAUNA LAdN
, - - =
2DINTTLIVTEGN ] AUBUATFEN

7

utiuees g WEes Arow of
v Yy o A
g liifiunananians

¥ ;7 3 - :‘z o a a AJ v
MNBATAE mﬂ'luqqn e anadalivunienls

d" s = ¥ -3 1
\endRdidu panune vag W@ lhén ) et

L - (¥ ’_]
mnmn@yqyuQuﬂﬁaﬂQnMﬁmnﬁQazwﬂumﬁww?aﬁq
J [l a -l o & o 4' ; " i v ¥ 1
o lm'mﬂﬁﬁjmq '?lﬂ:*l i
A LAt T RGN velatingsae o W Anadtl Aa1INUN1A1N

a P o o 1Y D) - % o Y a -
ﬂu(tﬂﬂulnﬂuﬂuﬂugﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ'\ﬁ')ﬂ“fu’]ﬂ'\ hJ"nn “?ﬂ“fu’llldﬂﬂiﬁm']uLlﬂﬂzﬂﬂ\!ﬂuqzu ne

<

s o v 73 3 < a % o < A o -4' o
duendannisasnisadarinuresrunudes  uwarluidnauiugadninrasuangadnas

xY y a X a . o
Gl '\uUﬂﬂﬂ;ﬁ a\’uﬂﬂlﬂUf]ﬁTﬂUqﬂﬂ‘n'\fUﬂﬂ']ﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂu‘ﬂut“ﬂqn@qqﬂ'ﬂtﬂunq?nuﬂu*ulﬂﬂ

** Basil Davidson. African Kingdoms, (London: Time Inc., 1967), pp.60-66
** Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart , p.14.



51

aanaINAsaLAT  nszunaiailunistieaiuiesrnulasaiuresnuiecluiFesseinis
guanindduliieuiiedion iwszuaninndeuewazildianizgiinaieurideausing
al si‘ Y o v <l o v ¥ o o o
tunungeende  winlinlutwsediuidisesing . enadunsiisdunsmenignuias
16 nsaesumisananszvienusiazuaauiiusanaminldinui  wdensanana audlusinld
lﬁ'v < o < 56 a é’ < o L =< '
dhuifinlszmuemis  vizeysseiulugnndn® Adliduefieudydnsnluanstanisag)
fouiy Aumbinsananvrestiuduasgudsuitiamiaannaulinsanansuazuiunanai
<< ¥ ¥ o o o o o o v =< o
avflannaulidaaiufifernuiuasaunioduies  AsfinanliluneusuinateFeenis
suguadgaudngn mutﬂum:‘qdﬂkﬂiw/ “nnsnavaeNsTeRanEnGNA

Wh bisAsaLA3s

- o ( :
uanwilaantinun

Aathunlddwiuanegiiu

a_—"

_-

R
ﬂ'\ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ“ﬂ\ﬂ'\uﬂﬂi lﬁﬂl.LImJ ﬂ'l']Nﬂ']ﬂfUEN
..Lﬂunﬂﬂ@tl‘n’amrytm rummus‘?wu:p:r

Anmana ldReanmenuL
RN AN L TIRRE 1Y
ArauAT AR NNl __
TN Tﬂnﬂu'l'mq"m'laaﬁfnmﬁ ﬁmtim'iﬂm@n wazmdnihdn wleuvaiinsaan
oqq'aummalumwﬂsvmmﬂuﬂmﬁﬁfﬂnqﬁ%ﬂmmmmwﬂmuﬂuua-'anm

uﬂmu‘lmqamuﬁu@ LAATY

1 £ 1 o T o <
ﬂqiumu'[ﬂnﬂu‘[mmnéj:mmmmLM in qeumﬂ dhualiaunisuen

anulutuneufidnazan

' 19

ﬂJJ ﬂ?ﬂ\!ﬂll.ﬁll’muﬂx‘luﬂﬂ nell

nauazHINAIALINL AU mu'lmqn'm-nﬂmmﬂ

muﬂﬁs‘a‘ummﬂmugr%wwﬂfmmsw\mﬁ?ﬂﬁummu‘lﬁ LAND

H
al o

iy K’Tﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁ R .

“sesnTR” angniafhy “Taguneiaiusssa Kasmsdinddneal witealseAy uazusie

£ : 57 a Yy & . A A y
Ltﬂuaﬁuaduuﬁdmﬂ luu')utnﬂ‘ﬂﬂ\’ﬂ']I.'HUJ1.ﬂnﬂ']qnQﬂqTLLm\’ﬂqﬂ'ﬂﬂ\’ﬂuwumﬂq‘lq AT

* Basil Davidson, African Kingdoms, p.65.
7 A AURANLR, NyHEALTRILETTNTIA (Nganws: AR

UWINENREFITHANART), W1 250.



52

' A’ ﬂ‘ i ] ' o '
wsienepesruiuiiaadefuaitiuananututiuas TMUEITHNNTUFANETBIAY  WAT
amsuauluinesdafhu@sfiticuentennudidyresresypragacnld  euenanszuay

¥

Temalunsaanldideimanduld Wy windomduduidelsandfianssila ety

wanadulul uassealud Adesdinisusanialignsieuazivanzan

nnwldesunatiardanjuuaznisanusieianiseestueiglulietazigen

o . T d
Taeanizetndanisusiineredssruey  Juilunisussenanuendnsuzneuenud
o 2R o a dlo ¥
fauantiadngauniviui 4 u.amm%v
lama  iseaniavidewiaa ‘%
Fall Apart Lﬂuﬂﬂmwqum T LTI e
- il ' uazdefimalilffiAaies

S ?ﬂd usan e LU AT INARNNINTIUAY

ﬂmwﬂuwﬂmngmwﬂq Things

'lmg,judquﬂsznammmﬂm 7
o ' = J 3 < " [ o d‘ a
Uszausing ) TaATeslseAuantial o] se il duflueTasmunaiugns

"w-\.l

fesumisrastiaanldsan 3 uq\ngqmﬂmummn«ﬁwnfmm

AU 11U ﬁWQﬁﬂmaﬂﬁ'ﬁ Bl Mun"iﬂ“ﬂ'\l‘nlﬂtﬂﬂnaq')?ﬂ
. vl = g 9 a <
N Qﬂtﬂm?i‘ﬂ"l“a')\’q 19T B unu“u’]ﬂﬂ?:ﬁ“U\uﬂuLﬂ?ﬂﬂ

UBNEIAYBIRNH

ﬁnd prosperous family. She
|

wore the anklet of her husband s titles, which the first wife alone

ﬂumeﬁﬂmwmm
:?:::;mﬁm PN LIS M

Anustsanetiannsadiunisuanseantesfatzaesmueidlulddas @nvnanldlunng

anusesanelfinandausessivld el Wlishe 9 Tesewizduindedn “Cam

* Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, p. 20.
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The festival was now only three days away Okonkwo'’s
wives had scrubbed the walls and the huts with red earth until
they reflected light. They had then drawn patterns on them in

white, yellow and dark green. They then set about painting

and drawing black patterns on their

deco rated, especially their hair,
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** Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, pp. 37-38.

* Ibid.,p.58.
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He was tall but very thin and had a slight stoop. He wore

a haggard an 'pful look except when he was drinking or

very good on his flute, and his
or three moons after the harvest

ought down their instruments,
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ZH. Spencer, The Principles of Psychology, (News York: Appleton, 1956),
p.623-635.

* Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, p. 4.

* Ibid.,p.6.
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*" Available from: http:// www.postcolonialweb.org.html
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