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Abstract

The main objective of this study was to compare critical thinking of young children before
and after providing of social study and outdoor learning activities based on project approach.

The population of this study consisted of 21 boy and girl preschool children ranging in age
from 3 — 4 years old and studying in kindergarten level 1 in the second semester year of 2018 from
Lak Hok Subdistrict Municipality, Child Development Center. The instruments in this study included 1)
the 8 lesson plans of social study and outdoor learning activities based on project approach for 2
projects: Cane and Banana 2) the assessment form of young children’s critical thinking for 10 items in
2 situations. The obtained data was analyzed by mean, standard deviation and content analysis.

The results showed that children who participated in social study and outdoor learning
activities based on project approach had post-test scores of critical thinking higher than before both
overall aspects and in each aspect. Children could develop in 5 aspects included 1) Recognition:
children could recognize climate details and appropriate soil for planting canes and bananas. 2)
Remember: children could remember the history of cane field and banana field. 3) Classification:
children could classify and point the components of canes and bananas. 4) Connection: children
could connect components of canes and bananas for changing into products. 5) Inferring: children

could tell the components of canes and bananas for doing art works.

Keywords: Project Approach, Outdoor Learning Activities, Social Study, Critical Thinking, Young
Children
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