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Abstract

Infant cues are forms of communication of infants for expressing their needs to
caregivers. Cotrect perception and interpretation will help mothers respond to infants’ need
appropriately. The purpose of this research was to study maternal perception and response to
infant cues. A purposive sampling method was adopted to recruit 100 mothers who took their 6 .
month old infants f(.;r health assessment and immunization at the well baby clinic, Mahasarakham
Hospital from May 29 to August 8, 2000. The research instrument was an interview form
developed by the researcher consisted of 3 parts; Demographic data, Maternal perception and
Response to infant cues. Content validity of this instrument was approved by 5 experts. Data
were analyzed using descriptive statistics and grouping of the content obtained from open-ended
questions.

The results of this stady revealed that ninety-eight percent of samples perceived that

infant cues had meaning and eighty percent of them could interpret their children’s needs
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from the cues. The subjects perceived potent infant cues more than subtle infant cues indicating
hunger, satiation, the need to talk or play, pain, and happiness whereas with infant cues which
indicated the need to stop playing or the need to rest, they perceived the subtle cues more than
the potent cues. '

Seventy-three percent of subjects perceived that they could respond to their
children’s needs from observing the infant cues. They responded to the infant cues by doing
many activities. Most of them responded to each infant cue as follows: breast feeding or botile
feeding or food for the hunger cue, stopping feeding for the satiation cue, giving toys for the need
to talk or play cue, putting baby to sleep for the need to stop playing or need to rest cue, playing
with the infant for the happiness cue, holding the child for the pain cue, and changing pampers
and cleaning for the uncomfortable cue. These responses were the first activities they chose to do
for most infant cues except the need to talk or play cue and the need to stop playing or the need to
rest cue, majority of subjects chose to respond by playing with infants and feeding for the first
activity, respectively. Moreover, most subjects needed to be educated about infant cues.

The results of this study suggested that pediatric nurses should teach or advice

mothers about infant cues indicating each need and response correctly.



