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Abstract

This thesis was set out to examine the social relations networks and their
impact upon the existence of community groups/organizations in Northern Thailand.

Structured and  semistructured  interviews, participatory  and
nonparticipatory observations, and focus group discussions were used to coilect
needed data. Collected data were subsequently cross-checked, classified and
analyzed on the basis of predetermined conceptual frameworks. Findings were as
follows:

Examined social relations networks were predominantly of kinship type and
relationships among neighbors were of horizontal nature characterized by equal
footing, interdependence, mutual help and concern. However, existing client-
patron relationships within community organizations/groups were still of patronage
nature, i.e., based on unequal footing.-

Moreover, identified relationships among community organizations/groups
and institutions and between these entities and external ones were of both vertical

and semihorizontal nature. This n¥eant a combination of collaboration-oriented



interdependence, mutual help and concern and required compliance with mutually
determined rules and regulations.

Social relations networks found to have had an impact upon the existence
of community groups/organizations inciuded those of kinship, néighborhood, patron-
client, and intercommunity organizations and internal-external organizations types,
thus, leading to interpersonal connection and cooperation both within and outside
the community, exchanges of experiences as well as interdependence in such
matters as fund and fund-raising, marketing, managerial knowledge. They also
helped generate more participation and create sense of awareness and common
ideologies among community members. These factors enabled community
groups/organizations to continue functioning effectively as well as favourably

support their existence.



