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In this thesis, the researcher investigates and compares the motivations
for pursing a bachelor’s degree by selected first year undergraduates enrolled
at Rattana Bundit University. In this connection, the researcher inquires into
the aspects of personal reasons; nature of the institution at which studies were
pursued; persons with whom the undergraduates had close personal relations;
public relations media; social and economic reasons; proximity and
accessibility of the university to student domiciles; and the convenience of the
university having a student dormitory.

Using the stratified random sampling method in selecting
undergraduate respondents after having first applied the stratified random

sampling method to select faculties at which the undergraduates studied, the

(6)
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researcher selected a sample population of 400 first year undergraduates at
Rattana Bundit University enrolled in the academic year 2009. However, the
undergraduate members of the sample population were selected in a non-
proportional manner.

As an instrument of research used to measure the levels of motivation
of these undergraduates pursuing a bachelor’s degree at Rattana Bundit
University, the researcher constructed a questionnaire couched at the
reliability level of 0.94.

Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of percentage, mean and standard deviation. The
technique of ¢ test was also employed by the researcher.

Findings are as follows:

1. The undergraduates under study overall exhibited motivation for
pursuing a bachelor’s degree at Rattana Bundit University at a high level. In
respect to aspects of motivation for pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
descending order were personal reasons; the nature of the institution at which
studies were pursued; the convenience of a university dormitory; social and
economic reasons; closeness and accessibility to the domiciles of the
undergraduates; persons with whom they had close relations; and public
relations media, respectively.

2. Undergraduates who differed in gender exhibited concomitant
differences in motivation in pursuing a bachelor’s degree in the aspects of the

nature of the institution in which they pursued studies; persons with whom

(7



250419

they had close relations; and the convenience of a university dormitory at the
statistically significant level of .05. There were no differences found in regard
to the other aspects.

3. Students with differences in domicile exhibited differences in
motivation to pursue a bachelor’s degree in the aspect of personal reasons at
the statistically significant level of .05. There were no differences in the other
aspects.

4. Students with differences in religions exhibited differences in
motivation to pursue a bachelor’s degree in the aspects of personal experience
and economy at the statistically significant level of .05. There were no
differences in the other aspects.

5. Students with differences in faculty studied exhibited differences in
motivation to pursue a bachelor’s degree at the statistically significant level of
.05. The differences were in the aspects of related people and public relations
media; closeness and access to students; convenience in university dormitory;

economy; and society. There were no differences in the other aspects.
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