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The Product Processing of the Energy Crop “Candlenuts” Based on the
Cultural Community Economic System of the Upper Northern Thailand
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Abstract

“Maenapak”, the local community in Maetang District, Chiang Mai has been a community which
has long history in cultural economic system. Located in Maetang basin in the upper Northern Thailand,
this community is still a kinship-oriented society believing both shamanism or ancestor spirits and
Buddhism. This community has a production system which requires common labor usage and exchanging
goods in local market network. This has strengthened the community and also influence on a freelance
academic’s eonscience that later became successful in spreading network of candlenut tree planting
communities across the country. It has motivated the spirit of natural conservation. When the candlenut
planting areas has expanded in certain amount, there would be possibility in producing Biodiesel from this

tree, reducing the need for petroleum.
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