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The objectives of this research are to (1) analyze the transformation motif
in Thai drama, and (2) to categorize the purpose of transformation in Thai drama.
In conducting this research, documentary study is used for data analysis.

The findings are discussed below.

Transformation in Thai drama has been influenced from beliefs in
superstition, spells, magic, miracles and supernatural powers which are highly
influential in Thai ways of life. These beliefs are found in tales traditionally
narrated in the form of oral literature. Later, the tales were put into written
form to be used in performance. One interesting thing is the transformation
enhances fun and interest.

From the analysis of Thai drama, it is found that transformations are

very evident and varied. For the most part, characters use spells, and magic

(6)



247950
power to transform themselves into another shape or another person’s body.
Some characters employ a magic object or talisman to transform themselves.
Besides, some characters transform themselves under another person’s spells.

Regarding the purpose, there are both positive and negative sides.
When the transformation aims at accomplishing a mission, most of the
transformation is positive, that is to give help, to preserve one’s safety during
the mission, and to search for one’s mate/spouse. However, on the negative

L3

. 15 . .
side, some transformations are done to deceive, to destroy one’s enemy, or to

seduce.
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