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4680211922: Major History

KEYWORD: recreation / elite / Siam
VIRAYUTH SRISUWANNAKIJ: WESTERN STYLE RECREATION OF THE
SIAMESE ELITE, 1902-1932. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSIST. PROF. SUVIMOL
ROONGCHARQEN, 204 pp.

The objective of this thesis is to study westem style recreation of the Siamese
elite from 1902 to 1932, taking inlo account various kinds of westem style recreations
that the elite adopted, such as sports, hobbies, plays and travels.

Siamese society became 8 modem, urban society with modemn transportation
and education. Initially, the elite of Siam adopted westem slyle recreations just for
pleasure during their free time. Later, they took this modem recreation as a tool to
propagate their “civilization” so thal they could be admitted into the “sociely”. Besides,
these elite also used westem style recreations to instill "good™ moral value to the society
and used them as a material wealth criteria.

However, the popularnty of western style recreations eventually extended from
the elite to olher social groups such as wealihy persons which played the same
important role as that of the elite. The change of recreation behavior to western style,
therefore, showed that the Siamese society became a modern society in which new

social groups had significant role in the society as that of the elite.
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