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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title The Right to Post-Retirement Livelihood Security
in Accordance with Section 44 of the Constitution
of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007):
A Case Study of Professional Boxers Under
the Boxing Act B.E. 2542 (1999)
Student’s Name Mr. Kittipong Wongkiti
Degree Sought Master of Laws
Academic Year 2010
Advisory Committee
1. Asst. Prof. Dr. Sathaporn Sramalee Chairperson
| 2. Assoc. Prof. Nimit Shinklear
250422
Boxing as a sport has had a long history in the Kingdom of Thailand
(Thailand). At present, Thai boxing is well-accepted internationally and it is a
favorite sport for many foreigners. Thai boxers have brought fame to their
country. However, in the post-retirement period of their lives, boxers lack
security since they are unable to maintain stable livelihoods. Although Section
44 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007) contains
provisions stipulating the right to post-retirement livelihood security, these

provisions must be in consonance with other provisions of the law.
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Findings are as follows: 950422

The Boxing Act B.E. 2542 (1999) is a special, particularized law,
inasmuch as its provisions are designed to protect and to provide benefits to
boxers by ensuring safety standards are maintained, insurance is provided
during competitions, welfare benefits are granted in case of injuries, and a
boxing sport fund is established to assist boxers in need. However, this Act
does not genuinely extend protection to boxers after they have retired. This 1s
due to various unfavorable conditions and circumstances: the problem of
enforcement, the problem of interpretation, and legal loopholes.

In addition, in studying the Social Security Act B.E. 2533 (1990), the
major law under which Thai citizens are afforded livelihood security in
retirement, the researcher found that boxers do not enjoy the right to receive
retirement benefits from the Social Security Fund in a fully-fledged manner
because boxers are not classified as having been employees in accordance
with the provisions of the Act.

Therefore, the researcher recommends that the Boxing Sports Act B.E.
2542 (1999) be amended such that a Boxing Sport Fund would be established
having the same features as the Social Security Fund. The heads of boxing
camps, boxers, and the state would pay in matching monies to the Boxing
Sport Fund so as to ensure its financial viability. If so, retired boxers would be
provided for in a more thoroughgoing and concrete manner. Professional
boxers could accordingly look forward to a secure retirement with a

guaranteed livelihood.
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