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## 4680201622 : LINGUISTICS

KEY WORDS: DIALECT / HYBRID AREA / CENTRAL THAI / SOUTHERN THAI / TONE GEOGRAPHY
RUANGSUK KONGTHONG : BOUNDARIES BETWEEN CENTRAL THAI, SOUTHERN THAI, AND
CENTRAL-SOUTHERN THAI HYBRID DIALECT: TONAL VARIATION BY AGE GROUP. THESIS
ADVISOR: ASSIST. PROF. M.R. KALAYA TINGSABADH, Ph.D. 218 pp.

The objective of this study is to locate the boundaries between Central Thai and Central-
Southern Thai hybrid dialect, and between the Central-Southern Thai hybrid dialect and Southern Thai
based on tone. The social variable studied is age-group. The findings will help identify the location of the
transition area between Central Thai and Southern Thai and show whether the boundaries have the
tendency to move further south. Finally a comparison with the results of similar studies on lexical

boundaries will be made.

Data in this study were collected in the area covering 15 Amphoes from Amphoe Thap Sakae to
Amphoe Bang Saphan Noi in Changwat Prachuap Khiri Khan, every Amphoe in Changwat Chumphon
from Amphoe Pathio to Amphoe Lamae, and every Amphoe in Changwat Ranong from Amphoe Kra Buri
to Amphoe Kapoe. One study location was selected to represent each Amphoe. Two age-groups are
involved: the older group (50-60 years old) and the younger group (10-20 years old). Two analogous
sets consisting of 15 words were selected as test words. Ten tokens of each word were included in the

word list giving the total number of 150 words.

Language boundaries are located in this study on the basis of the patterns of tone split and
tone merge in column A and B that distinguish Central Thai, Central-Southern Thai hybrid dialect, and
Southern Thai. In this study the boundary between Central Thai and Central-Southern Thai hybrid dialect
in the speech of the older group is located between Amphoe Thap Sakae and Amphoe Bang Saphan,
Changwat Prachuap Khiri Khan. In the younger group it is located at Amphoe Bang Saphan, Changwat
Prachuap Khiri Khan. As for the boundary between the Central Thai-Southern Thai hybrid dialect and
Southern Thai on the eastern coast, it is located between Amphoe Mueang and Amphoe Sawi, Changwat
Chumphon. On the western coast, the same boundary is located further south at Amphoe Mueang,
Changwat Ranong in the older group, and between Amphoe Mueang and Amphoe Kapoe, Changwat
Ranong in the younger group. This study shows that age-group influences tonal variation. When
comparing the phonetic characteristics of every tone among the Central-Southern Thai hybrid dialect,
Central Thai, and Southern Thai, it is found that the phonetic characteristics of tones in the Central-

Southern Thai hybrid dialect are more similar to those of Southern Thai than Central Thai.
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%’r) WAV file Label 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% MIN MAX
TAP_ADO1_khaa0.wav khaa0 1 101.1157 102.6421 96.61089 104.9434 125.2309 128.5192 96.61088853 128.5192026
TAP_ADO1_khaa0.wav khaa0 2 106.4595 104.9803 103.7937 112.8628 136.3653 118.6738 103.7937116 136.3652808
TAP_ADO1_khaa0.wav khaa0 3 106.2057 102.1719 88.957 100.6313 111.4962 99.41985 88.95700456 111.4962276
TAP_ADO1_khaa0.wav khaal 4 100.6634 101.2851 99.27301 110.8336 137.4157 108.5753 99.27301059 137.41568
TAP_ADO1_khaa0.wav khaa0 5 107.2185 98.89213 102.8334 117.8122 121.6818 104.169 98.89212506 121.6818102

khaa0 av 104.3325539 101.9943173 98.29359394 109.4166431 126.4379706 111.8714425 98.29359394 126.4379706

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% MIN MAX

ﬁﬁﬂQﬁNﬁHajﬂulﬁgﬂ khaa0 104.3325539 101.9943173 98.2935939%4 109.4166431 126.4379706 111.8714425 98.29359394 126.4379706
mmmﬁwﬁmm?a kaa0 98.43602597 97.30586902 96.79039157 98.18654754 93.35560728 82.20061339 82.20061339 98.43602597
ﬁ’]mﬁuﬁuﬁﬂﬂﬁum?{ﬂ paa2 100.5770951 106:4641179 108.9383743 99.20115529 84.50069815 80.78690999 80.78690999 108.9383743
mmmﬁwﬁmm?a khaa3 100.9478429 98.50450374 98.72735522 101.3945583 92.4812192 85.48729936 85.48729936 101.3945583
ﬁ’]mﬁuﬁuﬁﬂﬂﬁum?{ﬂ khaa2 103.793716 108.1514222 107.0322941 100.588217 85.67843399 80.05716691 80.05716691 108.1514222
mmmﬁwﬁmm?a phaa2 100.4942264 106.3900812 111.4437804 103.3973453 85.89576318 80.98403211 80.98403211 111.4437804
ﬁ’]mﬁuﬁuﬁﬂﬂﬁum?{ﬂ paal 106.412429 104.7130647 107.8081138 106.7192649 104.5113786 93.39868594 93.39868594 107.8081138
ﬁﬁﬂQﬁNﬁHajﬂulﬁgﬂ khaa1l 102.8878302 104.6222533 104.9873071 102.6325325 102.0738071 93.90499757 93.90499757 104.9873071
ﬁﬂﬂmuﬁuﬁﬂgmm%ﬁa khaa4 103.9961638 102.2956441 96.97919411 95.01641082 113.1387914 123.0084085 95.01641082 123.0084085

%'ﬂ WAV file Label 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% MIN MAX
TAP_ADO1_kha_t1.wav khat1 1 112.0102 112.0102 112.1968 105.944. 99.95333 93.68329 93.68329103 112.1968047
TAP_ADO1_kha_t1.wav khat1 2 111.5546 118.4281 112.6859 107.0946 101.461 103.757 101.4610456 118.4281438
TAP_ADO1_kha_t1.wav khat1 3 108.8083 112.0227 111.0132 110.8853 90.50152 95.83293 90.50152056 112.0226545
TAP_ADO1_kha_t1.wav khat1 4 104.7186 110.05 108.9289 106.7855 103.4757 105.249 103.4757216 110.0500254
TAP_ADO1_kha_t1.wav khat1 5 110.9234 112.6967 107.9887 104.8087 94.18232 93.72046 93.72045791 112.6966824

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% MIN MAX
ﬁ’]mﬁuﬁuﬁﬂﬂﬁum?{ﬂ khat1 109.6030214 113.0415504 110.5626763 107.1036063 97.91478715 98.44854214 97.91478715 113.0415504
mmmﬁwﬁmm?a khaat1 103.7401759 107.6135588 104.3000452 104.3494928 99.84819242 99.01506428 99.01506428 107.6135588
ﬁﬂﬂmuﬁuﬁﬂgmm%ﬁa paat1 106.378072 103.1358813 103.9757827 105.2202065 104.6408828 97.15089615 97.15089615 105.378072
ﬁﬁﬂQﬁNﬁHajﬂulﬁgﬂ khat3 110.6188891 114.7903273 111.8336869 101.3811884 96.82282635 100.8666063 96.82282635 114.7903273
ﬁﬂﬂmuﬁuﬁﬂgmm%ﬁa khaat3 103.8243322 109.586283 109.5415966 104.7448273 89.48893457 87.46306728 87.46306728 109.586283
ﬁﬁﬂQﬁNﬁHajﬂulﬁgﬂ pat1 99.21995126 100.6061707 100.457482 103.0382591 94.44444698 95.65624419 94.44444698 103.0382591
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