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In this dissertation entitled Religion and New Politics in Thailand, the
researcher investigates the power relationships between religion and politics
both in the Kingdom of Thailand (Thailand) and abroad. The researcher is
especially concerned with the historical background of the development of the
Santi Asoke Buddhist Center in addition to the political roles it has played.

In addition, attention is devoted to the conceptual apparatus required for the
study of Buddhism vis-a-vis Thai politics such that the results can be applied
to the fostering of a “new” kind of politics in Thailand.

The researcher investigates (1) the relationships between religion and
politics abroad. Furthermore, the researcher studies (2) the relationships

between Buddhism and Thai politics. In addition, the researcher inquires into
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(3) the participatory role in Thai politics played by the Santi Asoke Buddhist
Center, considered to be one of the pressure groups in Thai society, in its
evolution from non-political actions in to political actions. As already
suggested, furthermore, the researcher studies (4) the concepts of Buddhism
and politics in order to encourage a form of emergent new politics in
Thailand.

In this research investigation, the researcher adopted a qualitative
research methodology involving the synthesizing of the contents of relevant
documents and conducting in-depth interviews.

Findings are as follows:

In Medieval Europe, the Christian religious realm influenced the
political realm. In the Middle East, the Islamic religious realm exerted
influence over the political realm. This differed from Asia in view of the fact
that the religious realm did not influence the political realm with the exception
of periods of social and political crises.

In regard to Thailand, Buddhism and the political realm are
interdependent. However, in respect to power, the political realm has more
power than the religious realm. This is because Thai political institutions
strictly regulate religious matters because of the influence religious leaders
have over members of Thai society, thereby ipso facto allowing them to foster
changes in social relations in view of their authority.

Findings also indicate that the example of the Santi Asoke Buddhist

Center shows how religious activities can evolve into political activities.
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This provides an illustration of the relationships between Buddhism and the
ways of life of rank-and-file members of society that foster democracy.

The results of this inquiry also show that the concept of religion vis-a-
vis a new form of politics is grounded in a long neglected Buddhist ideology.
This reconstituted concept allows for the state of current politics to be
improved such that politics will become more appropriate to Thai society.

In this new view, attention 1s paid to Dharma principles dealing with
leadership and a reforming approach to politics involving an allegiance to
principles of justice. Leaders must adhere to the principle of governing in the
light of Dharma principles.

Thus, the new politics insists on political reform in respect to the
following aspects:

(1) There must be complete decentralization and localities shall
completely control their own budgets. (2) Strict adherence to the principle of
the separation of power is essential such that the roles of the legislature,
executive and judicial branches of government are clearly distinguished.

(3) The development of a multitude of differing groups in society must be
encouraged 1n order to overcome the problem of a majority faction.

(4) Ordinary citizens must be encouraged to form groups which move from
participation in non-political activities to political activities as such. (5) The
process of selecting leaders of the state must be changed in order to ensure
there are moral leaders who adhere to Dharma principles while performing

their duties and administrating the country. (6) People’s sector politics should
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be promoted in order to allow ordinary citizens to participate in community
and local political activities. (7) All sectors should have representation in a
democratic system adhering to a system of checks and balances. (8) Severe
penalties should be imposed on political parties which commit offences and
should be invoked when judging whether given candidates should be allowed
to stand in elections. (9) A reformation in the sphere of ideas is required such
that both politicians and ordinary citizens will recognize the importance of
adherence to Dharma principles. Complete allegiance to principles of morality
should serve as the standard for conduct in both everyday life and in politics.

The idea of a new politics is an ideal because 1t negates the political
reality that politics is solely dominated by issues of power and benefits.

To accept the new politics i1s tantamount to refusing to accept current political
reality.

Summarily speaking, in this inquiry, it was found that despite the fact
that the religious dimension of this new politics has yet to reach practical
fruition, it provides the conceptual grounding for overcoming the deteriorated
state of the old politics. It can still goad politicians to the recognition that
there are extra-political forces in order to encourage a bona fide system of
checks and balances. This represents a kind of politics in which citizens at
large are encouraged to comport themselves in a manner contrary to the
principles of Western democracy. In actuality, it is a religious force exerting

spiritual power.

(10)
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