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Narokbhitm in Traibhiim-Phramalai:
A text significantly related to
Buddhist scripture

Phakphon SANGNGERN and U-tain WONGSATHIT

Abstract

This article aims to study the content of Narokabham
(Naraka Bhumi: story of hell in Buddhism) in Traibham-Phramalai,
a piece of cosmological literature of the Ayutthaya period,
compared with other Buddhist scriptures, i.e. Tipitaka, Lokadipa-
kasdra, Lokparinatti and Cakkavaladipant. The results show that
the Traibhdm-Phramalai describes a content of hell similar to
other Buddhist scriptures in the following aspects: 1) The
conditions of the Major hells and the names of hells are the
same as that mentioned in Devadutasutta and Sankicca-Jataka
in Tipitaka and Lokadipakasara scripture; 2) The previous deeds
and the suffering of creatures in the major hells are the same
(a denizens of hell) as that described in Lokadipakasdra and

Lokpafifatti scriptures; 3) Usudanarok (minor hells) have details
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similar to that in Devadatasutta and Sankicca-Jataka in Tipitaka
and Lokpafifiatti scripture; 4) Yamaloka is detailed in parallel
with the Nemiraja-Jataka in Tipitaka; 5) The ages of beings in
heavens, the human world and hells are equal to those defined
in Vitthatuposathasutta in Tipitaka, Lokadipakasara and Cakka-
valadipant scriptures.

The significant information of hells, names, physical
characteristics, the previous deeds of creatures in the major hells
(a denizens of hell), sufferings and ages of beings of six levels
of heaven in Traibham-Phramalai are identical with that in the
Tipitaka and other cosmological scriptures such as Lokadipa-
kasdra, Lokparifiatti and Cakkavaladipant. The differences are
only minor details. So, Traibhdm-Phramalai can be classed as
cosmological literature of Ayutthaya period, showing compre-

hensively the principles of hells.

Keywords : Narokpham, Traibhdm-Phramalai,
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