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The Story of Erakapatta the Naga King
Part I: A Comparative Study between
Pali and Other Buddhist Scriptures

Chakhrit LAEMMUANG

Abstract

This article aims to concisely translate the story of Eraka-
patta the Naga king in seven scriptures: (1) the Dhammapada
Commentary (Dhammapada-atthakathd) of Theravada;
(2) the Mahavastu of Lokottaravada; (3) the Vinaya of Mahisa-
saka (Wufenlv), (4) the Vinaya of Dharmagupta (Sifenlv);
(5) the Vinayaksudrakavastu of Malasarvastivada (Genben
shuoyigieyoubu pinaiye zashi); (6) the Buddhacaritasamgraha
(Fobenxingji jing); and (7) the Collection of sdtra passages on
correct practice that cover one with merit (Fugai zhengxing
suoji jing). The article also considers the content in the six non-
Theravada scriptures in order to gain more understanding of
certain points in the Dhammapada Commentary.

It was found that each text has some different details of
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the story. The scriptures that show quite elaborate content are
the Vinaya of Mahisasaka, the Vinayaksudrakavastu of Mdla-
sarvastivada, and the Buddhacaritasamgraha. Some of these
differential details are beneficial to a deep understanding of some
points in the Dhammapada Commentary, such as the reason that
the Naga king wished to see the Lord Buddha, an origin of
stanzas of questions, and a future time that the Naga king
could be reborn as a human being. Lastly, the result of the
study supports that this story was recorded in the Theravada
commentary contemporaneously with the content of the

Buddha’s life in Vinayapitaka.

Keywords : Erakapatta/Elapatra, Nalaka/Nalada, Uttaramanava,
Life of the Buddha, Dhammapada Commentary,
Vinaya
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