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Between 1917 and 1946, Thai prose fiction was heavily influenced by Western literature. Two
Western writers who were widely known in the Thai society and whose works were translated,
adapted, and alluded to in local fiction were Henrik Ibsen, the canonical Norwegian playwright, and
Marie Corelli, an immensely popular English novelist. Despite the many differences between the two
writers, one thing unifies them, that is their interest in the figure of the New Woman.

New Woman was a term used to describe fin-de-siécle English women who believed in gender
equality and fought for their rights in the areas of education, occupation, sexual practices, and politics.
Ibsen’s works, especially his play A Doll’'s House, played a crucial role in the development of this New
Woman. Corelli’'s works, by contrast, often depicted this figure of the New Woman negatively as a
woman who brazenly embraced her sexuality.

Recent research has shown that the New Woman phenomenon was not confined to England
but could also be found in other countries in Europe, America, and Asia. The phenomenon also
extended to Thailand where, in the 1920s, educated, middle-class women started to campaign for
their rights in the pages of local newspapers and magazines. This New Woman did not just appear in
early-twentieth-century Thai society but was also depicted in early Thai prose fiction. An examination
of the fictional works that include allusions to Ibsen’s A Doll’'s House reveals that the appearance of

the Thai New Woman was often entangled with issues of fiction, love, and middle-class ideology.
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