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Abstract

Project Code : TRG5780064

Project Title : State of Knowledge of Bangkok Archaeology:

Information, Direction and Plan of Conservation and Development in the Future

Investigator : Kannika Suteerattanapirom, PhD., Assistant Professor

Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University
E-mail Address : suteerattana_k@silpakorn.edu32waszx
Project Period : 3 Years

The objectives of this research project are to study and evaluate the foundation of knowledge and
archeological works related to archaeology of the Bangkok metropolitan area. The result of the analysis
hopefully contributes to future related research on this topic as well as support the conservation and
development of the Bangkok metropolitan area.

The research reviewed extensively relevant historical and archaeological publications related to the
study of Bangkok’s past. The data collected through this review, including archaeological data from 25 sites
being surveyed and excavated within Bangkok Metropolitan area, were evaluated and assessed in order to
address the objectives of this research.

From this assessment, various aspects concerning the nature and changes in the study of
Bangkok's past can be pointed out as follows:

1. The current status of knowledge about the former times of Bangkok Metropolitan from
evidences which are not the archaeological survey and excavation has been studied on the
aspect of way of life in the way of social science and humanities under developed concepts
and paradigms in different periods, consisting of politics, government, economics, society, class,
international relationship whether in royal institution, religion, upper class and working class
group. If the physical aspect on urban space is derived from the study on ancient city planning
and arts in the aspect of urban growth and tangible arts, it is seemed that more evidences from

survey and excavation will physically support.



The approach employed to the archaeological works in Bangkok has currently shared elements
with the works in the field of urban archaeology carried out in other large cities across the
globe. Various methodology and methods have been incorporated to improve the collection,
analysis, and interpretation of archaeological remains from archaeological sites studied.
However, the research may need to explore Bangkok on a macro scale rather focusing on
individual sites. Shared regulations and frameworks also need to be developed for better
cooperation between various organfsations.

“Urban space” and “urban life” appear to be two main subjects in the focus of the research on
archaeology of Bangkok. In the study of urban space, the issues revolve around the issues of
date, change, and construction technology. For the research in urban life, little is known about
changes in urban life and social classes. This is due to the fact that archaeologists have to

work within very limited period of time.

Besides some issues identified above, this research provides some suggestions and directions

which hope to improve the research in urban archaeology of Bangkok as follows:

1.

Keyword :

Scholars have to consider Bangkok (or Rattanakosin area) as a single large urban site that
represents the foundation of urbanised Iandscépe rather focusing only on any particular sites
or buildings.

An approach of cross-cultural or cross-regional comparative study may help scholars to better
explore the socioeconomic development'of the city and people who lived in.

Urban archaeology deals fundamentally with a “living” city and people who live in; therefore,
archaeologists are committed to work closely with local communities in preserving and
managing their heritage and its values as well as promoting its significance to wider audiences.
The future conservation and development plan of the urban space should start from government
agencies under mutual understanding among officers of different levels. However, this
combination of conversation and development of urban space shall come from an appreciation

of cultural heritage.
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