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Abstract

The research aimed to develop an establishment model of University of the
Third Age, Faculty of Education, Silpakorn University. It was research and development,
by review of literatures, field study, design of model, trial of activities, and proposal of
university of the third age model.

The study of literatures revealed that the concept of university of the third age
was to create a lifelong learning community for elderly to live life to the fullest with a
learning exchange space. There were 2 models: the French Model where university
established and oreanized learning activities for elderly; and the British Model where
self-help concept was applied to self-organized learning curriculum and flexibly
managed to satisfy members’ needs.

The findings from field study indicated that the organization and management of
university of the third age, both local and abroad, consisted of
concept/principle/objective, committee, finance, curriculum, members, continuous
activities, and networking.

The model development of university of the third age was composed of setting
of concept and principle, founding of organization, implementing of activity, creating of
social media, exploring of needs, and organizing of activity according to community
context, as well as coordinating and exchanging of learning within network.

In conclusion, the model of university of the third age was a mixed model

between academic institution and community self-help.

Key words: university of the third age, elderly, lifelong learning
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