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The objectives of this research were (1) to study the usage patterns of touristic
areas (2) to evaluate touristic areas in terms of physical environment and facilities and (3) to
propose guidelines for developing or improving the touristic areas. Three touristic areas were
chosen for this research : Phramahathat Woramahawihan Temple, Na Mueang Park and
Thalad Park. Three sample groups of the sample were : (1) 99 local people (2) 69 tourists and
(3) 4 tourism experts and developers. Research tools included a site survey, an observation
and questionnaires. The findings were as follows. The usage patterns of the 3 areas were
different according to the types of tourist attractions. Phramahathat Woramahawihan Temple
is an archeological and historical tourist attraction, most of the activities here involved passive
recreations. In Na Mueang Park and Thalad Park most of the activities were both active and
passive recreations. The results of evaluation of the tourist areas in terms of physical
environment and facility provision were as follows. At Phramahathat Woramahawihan
Temple, the sample showed high level of overall satisfaction (x = 3.64). At Na Mueng Park
and Thalad Park, the sample group showed average level of overall satisfaction (x = 3.26 and
2.92 respectively). From the research findings, guidelines can be proposed as follows. At
Phramahathat Woramahawihan Temple, shops, hawking and stalls should be reorganized to
be in order. At Na Mueang Park and Thalad Park, cleanliness measures of the areas should
be improved. Moreover, there should be landscape improvement for the beauty of all touristic
areas.
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