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In this thesis, the researcher investigates (1) the historical background
of the degree of self-reliance evinced by Don Muang village, Mukdahan
province and Non Yang village, Yasothon province during each period of the
National Economic and Social Development Plan (NESDP). In addition, the
researcher compares (2) community potentialities and other relevant
dimensions affecting the self-reliance potentialities of the two village
communities. Finally, the researcher examines (3) problems and obstacles

strewn in the path of movement towards the goal of self-reliance for both
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village communities and accordingly provides guidelines for community
development that would be conducive to actualizing the goal of community
self-reliance.

In this qualitative research investigation, the researcher especially
relied on in-depth interviews with selected members of the local population in
each village, community leaders and folk wise men. Interviews were
conducted in both villages with a total of sixty interviewees. The interviews
were designed to obtain information regarding the degree to which the
conditions of life experienced by these villagers allows for self-reliance as
theoretically informed by the conceptual framework adopted by the researcher
in this investigation. In addition, participatory observation and experience-
sharing forums were conducted in respect to operational self-reliance in the
two villages.

Findings are as follows:

In regard to the historical background of the operations of self-reliance
in the two villages under study during each period of NESDP, the researcher
found that initially the villages were self-reliant in much the same way. The
conditions of life were sufficient. However, when the government
implemented the country development plan in accordance with the next phase
of NESDP, changes occurred that affected the way of life in both village
communities in all dimensions. Although the two villages, experienced
affects on village self-reliance in similar ways, the Non Yan villagers more

aggressively countered dominating forces committed to development
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conducted in accordance with NESDP ideology. Thus, Non Yan villagers
were more steadfast in opposition to this ideology than was the case for Don
Muang villagers. Don Muang villagers were more accepting of government
policy and more willing to attempt to adapt it to their own situation. The
upshot is that the potentialities for self-reliance have been diminished in Don
Muang village in invidious comparison to Non Yang village.

In comparing the potentialities and other dimensions affecting the
potentialities for self-reliance of the two village communities under study, the
researcher found that Non Yang village evinced self-reliance potentialities in
various dimensions in an overall picture at a higher level than Don Muang
village. In addition, when considered in specific dimensions encouraging the
actualization of self-reliance potentialities of the communities, it was found
that Non Yang village exhibited outstanding characteristics in the aspects of
human resources capital and social capital at an emphatically higher level than
that of Don Muang village. Although Don Muang village had greater wealth
in natural resources, it was nonetheless the case that these resources were not
used in a fashion conducive to actualizing potentialities for self-reliance with
the exception of natural sources of food products.

In regard to problems in and obstacles to self-reliance on the part of
both communities and guidelines that can be applied that would be conducive
to development in self-reliance for each community, it was found that Don
Muang village was unable to cope effectively with the veritable paradigm in

orientation shift engendered in the new phase of NEDSP’s approach to
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community self-reliance. The villagers were unable to muster the required
levels of confidence and did not have leaders who could lead the way to
absorption of the new paradigm. On the other hand, in contrast, the Non Yang
villagers succeeded in incorporating the new paradigm in respect to self-
reliance at a higher level than was the case for the Don Muang villagers even
if future problems in this respect may prove even more difficult to surmount.
Thus, being able to maintain capability in organic methods of agriculture for
the sake of survival in view of world climate changes remains problematic.
Therefore, on the basis of the lessons learned from this study, a number of
recommendations for the realization of community self-reliance in the era of
globalization can be made. In the researcher’s considered view, firstly,
members of the general public should participate in the planning stage when
paradigms are about to shift. Secondly, the implementation of working plans
should be in conjunction with giving participants immediate opportunities to
learn how to apply the new methods, techniques and approaches required.
Thirdly, it is necessary to create strong leaders and to develop cooperation
networks with other concerned external agencies. Lastly, community
knowledge of the urgency of the problem of community self-reliance must be

continuously fostered.
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