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47107209 : MAJOR : ART HISTORY
KEY WORD : CONCEPT AND STYLES / SURYA FOUND IN THAILAND BEFORE 14 " CENTURY AD.

WORALUCK PHONGSOOKSAWAT : SURYA FOUND IN THAILAND BEFORE
14th CENTURY A.D. : CONCEPT AND STYLES. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC.PROF.SAKCHAI SAISINGHA, Ph.D. 180 pp.

The purposes of this study is to fufill the knowledge on the concept and role of Surya,
which was found in Thailand before 14" century A.D.. There were portrayed on images from
Si Thep, in Southern and Northeastern of Thailand, and the art of Buddhism in Dvaravati
culture. Although, partly of Surya found in Thailand have been interpreted by eariler
scholars, but some aspects shall be re-study, especially the two status of Surya in the long-

term period before 14" century A.D., without any exception about the kind of culture.

The conclusions of this research are namely :

1. Images of Surya from Si Thep were the only site in Thailand, which could be
addressed as “The school of Si Thep or Si Thep artsitic tradition”. All feature strongly were
not only based on Nothtern Indian’s style but some stylistic and technical grounds were also
developed by the transition from Pre-Angkorian school, Hindu images of the Peninsular and
Dvaravati art!| [Sithep artsitic, tradition were ‘different from all of Surya found in another

Thailand’s sites because of theirs feature were not'developed in their style liked Si Thep.

2. Images of Surya were produced belong of Bramanical beliefs and traditional for
respect and worship in both of Surya’s status. There were Sun-God, the most important

beliefs before 11" century A.D.. Nevertheless, after that time Surya in Navagraha was instead

of Sun-God and more popular.

3. Images of Surya and related symbol such as sun’'s image and dhamachaka-
stumpha, had relation to the Buddhism beliefs and meaning in Dvaravati people. From the
study revealed that, the relation of three things were sun or lightness, Surya and Buddhism’s

meaning, may be intended to manifest the Sage’s supremacy.
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