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Agricultural products are factors of vast significance for human beings.
Both foreign and domestic consumers are desirous of consuming pesticide-
free agricultural products.

As 1s well-known, Thai agricultural products are widely valued for
being variegated and nutritious. Agricultural products produced for both
domestic and foreign consumption must satisfy public health standards in
accordance with consumer protection principles. If agricultural products are
deemed unsafe, such as, for example, giving evidence of harboring excess
pesticide residue, then foreign countries can ban the importation of such
products. Needless to say, consumption of pesticide residues can be hugely
deleterious to the health of consumers, not to speak of the waste in economic
resources on the part of governments, insurance agencies and individual

consumers in paying for treatment for illnesses brought on by consumption of

(7



pesticide residues. 217521

Of greatest toxic danger to consumers are artificial chemical fertilizers
and chemicals used for food preservation and flavor enhancement if used
incorrectly or too copiously.

Producing pesticide-free agricultural products is not merely a matter of
ethics for the producers and exporters of agricultural products. There are also
apposite rules, regulations, measures and standards enforced by public sector
agencies.

In the current investigation, the researcher has accordingly found that
the legal regulation of agricultural products produced using pesticides
commenced with the issuance of the Agricultural Standards Act B.E. 2551
(2008). This Act involved the enacting of measures regulating food exports,
food safety, consumer protection, and hazardous materials, as well as
establishing liability for violations by producers of unsafe agricultural
products. In this instance, it can be seen that the state has evinced concern for
consumer protection, especially in respect to unsafe agricultural products.
Thus, it is clear that this law serves the interests and needs of consumers.

This law was promulgated to provide standards for agricultural
products protective of consumers and to ensure the safety of the system of
food supply. This law provides both standards and means of enforcement.
Nonetheless, officials have usually only promoted the following of standards
and have concomitantly failed to stress enforcement in spite of the clear and

present danger of toxic substances to consumers.
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Problems of actual enforcement of these measures and regulations
involve defining precisely would be the responsible party in the production of
agricultural products with toxic residue so that exact liability can be
ascertained. In addition, enforcement pertains to ascertaining the actual origin
of agricultural products which have received standard certification and
disclosure of information that agricultural products have been produced from
genetically modified organisms (GMOs). Also of concern is how to encourage
small-scale agriculturalists to produce pesticide-free agricultural products
meeting governmental standards. In connection with this law, members of the
general public should be allowed to participate in the process whereby
allegedly pesticide-free agricultural products are certified and in verifying
whether state officials are actually properly carrying out their duties in the
certification process.

On the basis of this inquiry, the researcher has formulated a set of
guidelines as recommendations for correcting problems in the law studied and
developing principles for effective enforcement as follows:

As for the party assuming liability in cases in which damages ensue
from the consumption of agricultural products harboring toxic residue, the
researcher recommends that liability be assumed by the party hiring workers
to produce said agricultural products.

If the application of Molecular Laser Raman Spectroscopy (MLRS)
operational techniques in ascertaining plant or animal genomes leave toxic

residue in agricultural products, precise standards for allowable residue should

9)
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be stipulated and made compulsory. 24%¢

-

!

In addition, strict determination of the quantity of allowable toxic

C

residue should be precisely standardized and constantly reevaluated for the
sake of greater accuracy. There should be compulsory labeling of all
agricultural products derived from GMOs.

In addition, an agency charged with the duty of verifying the safety of
agricultural products should be constituted on the basis of full public
participation. Those producers who participate in this system on a voluntary
basis should be appropriately rewarded. As motivating factors for
agriculturalists to produce pesticide-free products, guaranteed markets should
be established for their products ensuring rising income levels for those who
cooperate. Finally, special measures should be adopted to induce
agriculturalists to turn to organic agriculture methods in lieu of methods

requiring the use of pesticides.
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