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The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (2007) stipulates
that the state has the duty to protect children’s rights by ensuring children can
live safely in society without suffering violence and unjust treatment in addition
to being allowed to develop their bodies, minds and their capacity for wisdom.
However, at present, children’s rights are being violated by individuals desirous
of receiving benefits by forcing, threatening, encouraging, and promoting children
to become beggars. Besides having their rights violated by being forced to
become beggars, children suffer both physically and mentally by even at times
being deliberately made handicapped through having an arm or leg amputated
so as to generate greater pity on the part of beholders so that they will be induced

to give more money to the children than would be their wont. If children do
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not want to beg, or do not obtain enough money from begging, they are hit
and otherwise tortured physically.

In studying the Begging Control Act, B.E. 2484 (1941), the researcher
uncovered defects in the wording of the law since these provisions do not
contain an explicit definition of the word “children.” As such, children are
thereby not afforded special protection. In Clause 3 of Section 6, the characteristics
of the agt o‘f begging are delineated. But there is still a failure to address the
rights of ch'ildren since not being afforded special protection curtails the
development of their capacities and is destructive of the Thai arts and culture.

There are no provisions made for punishing individuals who force children
to engage in begging. However, the law stipulates that beggars should be assisted,
but no explicit mention is made of child beggars. While competent authority is
allowed to arrest beggars, including child beggars, this is wholly inappropriate
for children. Sections 7 and 8 provide measures requiring the assistance of
beggars, but the measures only mention the aged, the disabled, and the mentally
i1l without any specific mention of any specific obligation to assist child beggars.
Inasmuch as the law has these loopholes, individuals take advantage of the
situation with the consequence that the number of child beggars increases
annually.

Therefore. explicit legal means must be brought to bear on protecting
the rights of children by preventing them from becoming victims of adults
who receive financial benefits from the begging of children under their control.

The researcher would therefore like to suggest that the Begging Control Act,

(7)
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B.‘E. 2484 (1941) be amended such that the term “child beggar” is clearly
defined to the end of ensuring the protection of children who are forced to
become beggars.

In addition, Section 6 should be concurrently amended so as to reflect
the current situation. Punitive measures should be explicitly stated such that
those who force children to become beggars can be punished. If the law is
accordingly amended, then this would have a deterrent effect on those who
may well oéhewvisc force children to become beggars. Appropriate measures
should also be adopted to provide succor to children who are already beggars.
They should be given the opportunity for physical and mental rehabilitation.
These children should be adequately educated so that the number of child
beggars will gradually decline with the hope that child begging will

eventually be eliminated from Thai society.
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