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In this dissertation, the researcher investigates the developmental
formation of a class of people who have wielded political power in the eastern
region of Thailand. The researcher further inquires into the crystallization of
local power structures and the process in the course of which accumulated
were the economic, political, and social capital of the class of people wielding
political power. Additionally, the researcher examines the establishment of
power held by this class and how it was organized through the exercise of
local political power as a part of the local power structure. Furthermore, the
researcher takes account of the process of struggle for obtaining political

power by the class of people holding local power within the local power
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structure in various provinces. Finally, in carrying out this investigation,
the researcher uses a qualitative historical method in conjunction with
politico-economic analysis.

Findings are as follows:

The formation of the class of people holding political power in the
local power structures in the eastern region at present differs in each province
in accordance with the circumambient context in each province, including
historical conditions, the economic base, and the political context.
Nevertheless, the researcher still found that this class of political leaders in the
eastern region was characteristically able to concentrate politico-economic
power through the control and domination exercised by a few large families
in the provinces. This family domination eventually crystallized into a form
dominating provincial power structures concomitant with eventual control
over political behaviors and power relations in the provinces. The families of
the class of people wielding political power have long since passed the stage
of capital accumulation so that the wealth they command reflects high
economic status, thereby allowing to exert provincial political power.

The process of struggle to obtain political power of this class of people
was found to be correlated with being leaders in obtaining votes in national
elections. Political parties sending candidates to participate in national elections
often ask for support from the class of people under examination, especially in
the case of the members of this class who have been among the leaders in
obtaining votes. But to become such a leader commences with obtaining

political power through using the operational mechanism of the networks
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controlled by the class of people wielding provincial political power.

Besides providing support and assistance for national politicians, the
researcher found that the class of people wielding political power in each
province will initially push family members to strive for gaining provincial
political power, thereby gradually establishing itself as a family wielding high
levels of provincial political power. Operationally this is done through
channeling support to family members or fellow members of alliance networks,
including those who have become members of the House of Representatives,
members of the Senate, administrators and members of local administratioﬁ
organizations, area administration leaders (subdistrict headmen or village
headmen), and those holding other prestigious social positioné in the provinces.

The researcher also determined that the establishment of the power
of the class of leading people at the provincial level not only depends on
patronage and kinship system, but also depends on the building of political
alliance networks by these groups of leading people in various areas of the
provinces in question. The politico-economic benefits are distributed
throughout the political alliance networks. The creation of patronage networks
in the provinces leads to the formation of organizations of leading political
figures who are under the influence of large and powerful families. These
figures wield political power in the areas controlled by their groups to the
greatest feasible extent, a state of affairs redounding to the benefit of the
families of the class of leading people and members of their political alliance

networks.
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