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This research aimed to study the forest capacity and threats to Mae Yom
National Park. To explore status and development approaches of community
participation in forest management and to design a sustainable forest management
model through community participation at Mae Yom National Park in Song District,
Phrae Province. The qualitative research data collection tools included interviews,
group discussions and semi-participatory observation. The data was analyzed by
content analysis. Findings were as follows.

1. The forest in Mae Yom National Park is environmentally capable. It is
pristine and bio-diverse especially in the largest golden teakwood forest area of
Thailand. New and endangered wildlife animals have been discovered there. In terms
of economic capacity, the forest offers many tourist spots especially Kaeng Sua Ten
rapids and golden teakwood areas. Additionally, the forest has capacity in historical,
social and cultural aspects of local communities. However, the forest in Mae Yom
National Park has faced threats from deforestation, illegal logging and expansion of
agricultural areas. The most dangerous threat is a development project by the
central government that may decrease the forest area in a large extent. In this
respect, Mae Yom National Park may encounter restrictions for area development.

2. Currently, local communities from Sa-lab sub-district has participated in the
forest management of Mae Yom National Park in four areas. First, representatives
from local communities participate in a participatory decision-making process of
forest management in terms of becoming the consultant committee of Mae Yom
National Park. With regards to area management within Mae Yom National Park, local
communities are able to participate in forest management. Community participation
can be found from a level of information exchange to decision-making with Mae Yom

National Park. Third, Sa-lab communities are able to coordinately manage visits from



researchers rather than tourists. Fourth, a development of collaboration networks to
manage Mae Yom forest embraces local citizen participation from “Love Mae Yom
Forest” group regarding informal or semi-formal collaboration. On the other hand,
Mae Yom National Park is a center of formal collaboration regarding networks of
forest protection volunteers and consultant committee.

3. Development approaches for community participation in forest
management of Mae Yom National Park should include promoting community
capacity in making decisions towards Mae Yom National Park management plan
through local philosophers as the body of consultant committee. Also, integrated
planning of Mae Yom National Park management should be done at all levels.
Second, community participation in ecotourism arrangements and community rights
in living and farming areas in the special activity zone should be acknowledged and
promoted. Third, collaboration from local communities, Mae Yom National Park and
Sa-lab Sub-District Administrative Organization on ecotourism guidelines and fair
revenue management amongst the trio is crucial. Fourth, a sustainable forest
management network should be developed in which the local “Love Mae Yom”
group becomes a center of informal or semi-formal collaboration whilst Mae Yom
National Park is a center of formal collaboration.

4. A model of sustainable, community participative forest management of
Mae Yom National Park is an integrative forest management approach regarding top-

down and bottom-up decision-making, actors’ and activities’ integration.
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